ee ae 
Be . 
: The Bible and ea 


S s I th 
ocialism = 


A Conversation 


Between Two Preachers 
—by— 


REV, GEO, W, WOODBEY 


AUTHOR OF 


“What To Do and How To Do It” 








1904 








PRICE 20 CENTS 








alert ease 


seaRtaTaaTNTRTAT 


ogttganata aaa aaata 
Pocemeccnannes 





The Bible and 


warn 
Socialism 
io, Conversation 
Beitibes’ wo Preichess 
) Pe rw 
REV. GEO, W, WOODBEY _ 
Ge soeeent 


: AUTHOR OF 


_ “What To Do and How To Do It" — 








1904 


PRICE 20 CENTS 











PREFACE. 


One, among the many reasons that inated the author to 
undertake the preparation of ‘this book, was because there 
exists no work, so far as he was aware, in our Socialist litera- , 
ture exactly covering the ground here set forth. He asks 
only that you reaa and study. this book first and criticize 
afterwards. 

There may, however, be some work covering the same 
‘ground that he hag not seen, but those that he has seen touch- 
ing the subject does not ‘treat the matter in a manner the 
author thinks likely to, convince the firm believer in the Bible. 

The work has been written by one who believes in all the 

Bible teaches and v-ho, as a preacher, gtill holds fast his al- 
legiance to the church ‘and the ministry. 
‘He believes that no book, expressing doult as to the 
truth of the Bible, is calculated: to reach’ the great mass of 
the working class whc belong to the different churches and 
believe in the Scriptures. . 

There are considerable more than twenty millions of peo- 
ple belonging to the churches of this country, and to set up the 
Co-operative Commonwealth the Socialists must have their 
part of them. 

It is intended to set forth only what the Bible teaches on 
economics ,leaving other matters alone. 

Those who would like to know more fully how it is pos- 
sible to put Socialism into practice are recommended to read 
our book: : 


“WHAT TO DO AND HOW TO DO IT.” 


The class struggle is made prominent in the present work. 
The reader will find the style plain and simple. 

The language, in referring to the rich exploiter of the 
- peor, may, at times, appear to be a little harsh, but a mo- 
ment’s reflection will show that it is not more so ithan that 
of the Bible. 

- (The object:in quoting so extensively from the Bible is to 
let it speak for itself. 

There may, also, appear to be some repetitions in it, but 
they are made purposely in order to keep the one great sub- 
ject before the reader, and that is Socialism. ‘There is no at- 
tempt at either learning or literary excellence. 

Those who believe in the Bible, as well as those who do 
not, must ‘know from the very nature of its subject matter, 
that there is much said on the subject at dispute between the 
rich and the poor, and as many people, besides the author, 
regard its teaching as infallible authority, it is necessary to- 
know what it does say. 

The greatest difficulty the author found in writing the 
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o0ok was the fact that so large a portion of the Bible is made 
up of economic teachings. He has tried, however, to pass in 
review all those passages having the greatest bearing on the 
subject. 

If the work will only contribute toward removing the 
prevalent belief that Socialism is a foe to the Bible and Chris- 
tianity, the author will be satisfied. 

G. W. WOODBEY, 

January 21, 1904. San Diego, California. 

Send all communications to the author at the above address, 
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The Bible and Socialism, 
CHAPTER I, | 
Introductory. 


Some months after our last conversation, regarding So 
tialism, mother said, on returning from church, on Sunday: 
“I thought you promised to tell me more about what the Bible 
says concerning Socialism?’’ 

“So we did,’ we replied. 

“Well,” she continued, “I give one of your new books to 
our Pastor, the Rev. Mr. M , and he says, ‘there is no. 
Socialism in the Bible.’ So, now, I would like to have this 
thing straightened out. How are we members to know, when 
you preachers differ among yourselves? But, very well, there 
he comes now, I told him to come over, as I wanted you both 
together. Come in and be seated, pastor,’’ said my mother, giv- 
ing him a chair. | 

“Now, I have you two preachers together. If the Bible 
teaches Socialism, I want to pDOW it, and if it don’t, I want to 
know it.” 

After some General conversation, we said by way of intro- 
ducing the subject at hand, which the pastor seemed somewhat 
backward in approaching: “So, mother give you one of my lit- 
tle books?” . é 

“Yes,” was the reply. “And, of course, as Socialism, and the 
Socialist party, has to do with politics, very naturally, I told 
her that the Bible had nothing to do with such matters.” 

* “What is politics? Suppose you define it, pastor.”’ 

_ “Of course, primarily, a politician is a statesman. Thus 
making politics the science of statesmanship. But you know 
we are a long ways from that now, everything has grown SO. 
corrupt,” he answered. é 

“That don’t prove that politics and politicians are not good. 
things, no more than corruption proves that preaching and 
preachers are not good things. 

“The fact that we have rascals in public life, today, does 
not prove that like conditions did not exist in Bible times. 

“T accept what the Bible teaches, on all other subjects, but 
let ug confine ourselves, wholly, to what it says on economics, 
The Jews, on coming out of Egypt, formed a state, and, of. 
course, had their statesmen, not to make, but to enforce the, 
laws, as they had no legislature.” 
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“You say the Bible is not authority on questions of politics, 

but does it not contain the Five Books of the Law, which gov- 
erned that state?” 

“But,” said the pastor, “recolect, the Law of Moses was 
given of God.” . 

“So much the better, then, for our contention, ag the poli- 
ticians and politics has the sanction of God. You know that 
the first verse of the twentieth chapter of Exodus says: ‘And 
God spake al] these words,’ and then follows the whole law. So 
God is there represented as giving the Jews a regular system 
of government, touching every phase of human life, too numer- 
ous to mention. Indeed, I know of no relation of one man to 
another that is not touched upon in the Law of Mosés, which 
you are reading in your churches and Sunday schools every 
Sunday throughout the land. And, yet, you say there is no pol- 
itics in the Bible, because some politicians have proven cor- 
rupt. You had as well teach that there was no true prophets in 
the Bible, because there were false ones; no true apostles, be- 
cause there were false ones, and, last of all, no true Christ, be-. 
cause there are impostors. The same argument would rule the 
God we worship out of ithe Book. The Jewish Rulers anid Kings 
were as shrewd politicians as an we have today, and often vio- 
lated the law given of God to govern the Jewish staté, and be- 
came equally as corrupt as the politicians of our own country.” 

“Well, at least, they did not have the kind of politics in the 
Bible we have now,’ remarked the pastor. 

“Then, why is it said of one king, ‘Now, it came to pass 
that he did evil in the sight of the Lord,’ and, of another, ‘He 
did good?’ Was it not because one enforced the law better than 
the other did? But in order to find whether there is any Social- 
ism taught in the Bible, let me call your attention to the defini- 
tion of Socialism, given in our little book, “What to Do aud 
How to Do It.” ‘ois 

“There are only four things that they demand: Firm, 
they (the Socialists) want all the people to have an equal 
interest in the land, like Jones and his boys in their farm, 
because the earth is our home and no one can live without it. 
It is the source from which we get everything. The second, 
thing the Socialists want, is to have the whole people own. 
the tools which is used to. work with; to produce wealth from 
the earth, everything, from a spade to a large factory, is. 
simply a tool which is used to work with. The third thing 
the Socialists want is, to have the workers, who are to own, 
the earth and the tools ,own also, the means of taking both, 
themselves and their goods wherever necessary or desirable. 
This means that the people should own all the ,railroads,. 
ships, and other means for hauling their goods, or of travel. 
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The fourth thing is, the working class must have the right to 
make all the laws to govern the industries by direct vote.” 

‘We can show that the Bible is in harmony with the prin- 
ciples here laid down, which the world is just beginning to 
understand. 

“What do the Socialists expect to accomplish by these ex- 
traordinary demands?” the Pastor asked. 

The Socialists, which consist of the conscious working 
class, make these demands to cut off rent, interests, and 
profits, the three means by which they are exploited of what 
they produce, by the capitalist class. 

Christ, in speaking of the Old Testament to the Jews, told 
them to read it and said: “They are they which testify of 
me.” John v:39. The four Gospels claims to be a record of 
what Christ taught, and the Epistles a record of what was 
taught by his apostles. ‘Now from these books, which com- 
prises the Bible, we can find what Moses, the prophets, Christ 
and the apostles, taught on the question of Socialism. 

“It seems to me,” remarked the Pastor, “I have heard 
even Socialists say that none of these could have taught So- 
‘cialism, because it was too early and economic development 
had not yet prepared the world for it, and that it was left for 
Carl Marx to discover.” 

Perhaps you did, but that woud prove too much, if true. 
For it would show that Marx could not nave discovered So- 
cialism, himself, because the world is not yet ready for it. 
That wonderful men lived, wrote, and died without the sight 
of the new commonwealth, which his writings has done 60 
much to bring about. Most great discoveries have largely 
been based upon what had gone before, from time imme- 
morial; for instance, letters, mathematics, eateen th medi- 
cine, architecture, etc. 

It will be remembered that Marx, the ibe ous philosopher 
of modern times, belonged to the same wonderful Hebrew race 
that gave to the world Moses, the Lawegiver, the Kings and 
prophets, and Christ the Son of the Highest, with his apostles, 
who, together, gave us the Bible that, we claim, teaches So- 
cialism. Doubtless Marx, like other young Hebrews, was: 
made acquainted with the economic teachings of Moses, and 
all the rest of the Old Testament sages and prophets, what- 
ever we find him believing in after life. 

If we are able to show that fhe Bible opposes both rent, 
interest and profits, and the exploiting of the poor, then it 
stands just where the Socialists do. 

“Does not scientific Socialists teach that men are usually 
moved only by what they deem their class interests, and don’t 
you teach the same?” said the Pastor, 
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I plead guilty, Pastor; ‘but while I hold that as sare 7 also 
know that men may ‘shut their eyes, wilfully, when the light 
comes, and fail to recognize what is for their highest inter- 
ests. That I find often in the laboring men who refuse to 
accept Socialism and vote. with the capitalist, many of them 
thinking that to be to their best interest. 

Capitalism is not. the. best thing even for the Capitalist, 
as he will find after it has passed away. Socialism, then, is 
for the best interest ‘of all. We must not expect, however, 
those who are blinded iby, capitalism, as a class, to put iy, 
down. 

So we hold that when a man hears na understands these 
truths, whether taught in the Bible or by the Socialist, he is 
morally responsible. It cannot be succesefully shown that 
what a man thinks is for his best interest, is always so. Nor 
can you separate morals and religion from economics. 

If so, it would follow that so long as the laboring man 
thinks it to his interest to vote with the capitalist, he is right. 
We recognize that there is a class struggle, and want to put 
it down by adopting Socialism, because it is not to the in- 
terest of either side to be divided and struggling against each 
other for an existence. — 

Capitalism is the private eer: of the source of 
wealth, and the tools for producing wealth, so as to take from 
the laborer all he produces except enough to keep him in 
shape to produce more. 

‘(My notion is, if you will get the people saved through 
conversion, all these things will care for themselves, a4 re- 
marked the Pastor. ; 

Saved from what? 

“From sin, of course.” 

' John says, “Sin is:the transgression of the law.” I John 
fii:4. “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,’ is one of 
these laws which, under capitalism, we are violating contin- 
ually. And, again, in the same book, at the eighth verse of 
the same chapter, we read: “For this purpose was Jesus 
Christ manifested that -he might destroy the works of the 
devil.” I presume you. will admit that all wrong is the work 
of the devil? When a few men owned the Negroes as a chat- 
tel slave and took what they produced, all but enough to keep, 
them in working order, that you will admit, Pastor, was sin 
and the work of the devil. 

Now when a few men own all the capital, such as ana, 
factories, and means of transportation, and take the larger 
portion of what the poor produce, why is not that, also, the 
works of the devil, which Christ was manifested to destroy? | 

As it was not necessary to wait for all to be converted or 
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saved in order to overthrow chattel:slavery, neither is it nec- 
essary to wait till. alt are | saved to overthrow the wages 
system. 

As God. used men who were wet Christians, as inh oddsnts 
to destroy chattel slavery and other works of ‘the devil, in the 
past, he will do the same again in this case. 

Open your. Bible, Pastor; at Isaiah, fifty-fifth pape a 
fifth verse, and-there read: ‘‘Let:the wicked forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and he will have mercy 
upon him; and turn to our God, for he will abundantly par- 
don.” ' Let men forsake capitalism ,and then turn to God’ for 
merey and .pardon. When the Socialists have forced them to’ 
forsake their way that will gene At possible for. you to Zo: 
on with your church work. 

-You don’t have to preach against ees sinde it has been’ 
destroyed, and so it would be with these other great sins you 
are trying to save men from. First remove the cause, which- 
is capitalism (another name eae sin), and then you | can cure: 
the disease. 

If the capitalist ‘er abeel iv hich the Socialists are opposing, 
is not the works of the devil, arian moet Mors me by mee are 
the works he is going? 

Whilé the great mass of mankind have, as Marx demon- 
strated, usually been affected by their material conditions, yet’ 
some have, in all ages, been able to rise above the surround- 
ing economic conditions, and thus point the struggling masses’ 
to a higher and better life in the future, such was Moses, the) 
phets, Christ and the apostles, and Marx himself. 

“But Marx, the great apostle of ietaaters was not a 
Christian,” said the Pastor. 

Of course not. But according to the Bible, now in consid- 
eration, God used Nebuchadnezzar, Pharaoh and: many others, 
who were not his: followers, to carry out his.purposes. Chris- — 
tians recognize the hand of God. in the. overthrow. of slavery, 
although few of the leaders in the war, were: professed Chris- 
tians.” Economic development, .by which God brings. about 
results, is only another name for law. or rule of action, : a 

_ ‘The Socialist party; as such, -has nothing to.do with man’ 'S 
religion, whether Jewish, Christian, or any other of the reli- 
gions of the world ,only so far as the change from. capitalism 
to Socialism will effect them. Socialists propose to leave the 
religions of the world to fight their own battles, intellectually,, 
and stand or fall on their own’ merits, when Socialism. is 
adopted; is not that all that we as-Christians ask? 

We, therefore; extend the hand of ‘welcome, as a partys 
to men of ali réligions, or none, just-as’the case may be, who 
can agree with us in the setting up of the’ Co-operative Com>-) 
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monwealth. All we are trying here to get at ig where the 
Bible touches upon the questions at issue between the Socialist 
and the capitalist ,on whose side does it stand? 

As millions are ready to accept the Bible as authority, 
and knowing it to be on the side of Socialism, we propose to 
take advantage of its teachings on that point. 

One man accepts the teaching of Socialism as infallible 
authority; and another man accepts the Bible as infallible au- 
thority;and we intend to show ow on questions of economics — 
they agree.: 

“You admit that Sacioilterh was not in practice at that’ 
early age, then how could the prophets, Christ and apostles be 
Socialists? said the Pastor. 

Marx and his associated were Socialists only in Enabtiy: as 
they could not conquer the powers of government so. as to put 
it into practice in their day. The Socialists of Europe and: 
America, although amounting to millions, can no more prac- 
tice Socialism than did the prophets, Christ, and the apostles. 
Of course, in all ages, there has been some things that were 
Socialistie in practice, and the believers in Socialism have 
taken advantage of it. 

The word ‘Socialism,’ as applied to the economic condi- 
tions of mankind, has only been used in the last half cen- 
tury. It is another name for the same thing taught by the 
writers of the Bible. And when Socialism is established, it 
will be the carrying out of what they taught on economic 
questions. 


f Mi GHAPTER II. 
Rent, Based Upon, Private Ownership of Land. thay 


“You said that the Socialists wanted the people to own 
the land, factories, and means of transportation, to cut off 
rent, interest and profit, " observed the Pastor. “Now, by what 
process of reasoning are you going to prove that the Bible is 
opposed to rent, for instance?” 

That is easy, it seems to me. Let us examine this matter 
of rent. It is the price paid to the man who privately owns 
the land or the buildings thereon, for their use by the man 
who is not an owner, and who must have the use of them in 
order to live. Without the private ownership of the land and 
what it contains there could be no such thing as rent. 

The first. thing we are told in the Bible js, that “God cre- 
ated the heavens and the earth.” Gen. i:1. Next, all the 
living creatures was placed on the earth, and, last of all, man, 
the crowning act of creation. When Adam, the father of the 
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human race, was created, we are told that God said: ‘Let us 
make man in our image, after our likeness, and let them 
(mankind) have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
created he him, male and female created he them. And God 
blessed them, and God said unto them: Be faithful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth and subdue it and have do- 
minion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, 
and over every living thing that moveth wpon the earth. And. 
God said, behold I have given you every herb bearing: seed, 
which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree in 
which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed, to you it shall be 
for meat.’ Genesis i:26-29. Here we learn that the earth was 
given to the whole human race, as a home, and not to a few 
individuals of the race as we find it today. The dominion, 
over the sea, with its fish, the herbs, the beasts and fowls was 
given to man collectively. God gave the earth to mankind as 
a home, with all that is necessary to happiness but we have 
turred it over to the few, while the masses suffer in poverty. 

Now this common right to the resources of the earth is 
in strict accord with what the Socialists are contending for, 
namely, the co-operative ownership and operation of the land, 
and all it contains, by the whole people. 

This violation of the rights of the masses of Pisce 
through the few cunningly getting into possession of the 
earth, which is the source of wealth, is what the Bible calls, 
a sin, or the violation of the law of common ownership, laid. 
down by the Creator at the beginning. 

This violation of law lays at the foundation of the class 
struggle over the products which the capitalist are able to’ 
take from the worker, because of his auiteele ownership of 
the earth. . 

Did not Christ come to restore to us what we lost through 
Adam? Is not that what all us preachers teach?” 

Are not the views of most of us preachers too narrow, 
when we talk only about getting to heaven through Christ? 
Forgetting that he said: “Blessed are the meek, for they 
shal] inherit the earth.” Matt. v:5. Did the angels not tell - 
the shepherds, who were among the poor of ancient Judea, | 
that the mission of Christ was to bring peace on earth, and 
good will to man. See Luke xi:14. The system of private own- 
ership of the sources of wealth, which, according to the Bible 
and the Socialist, should be the common possession of all, lies 
at the bottom of this struggle among men. ; 

And whatever may be said of the future life, which we both 
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believe in, one‘of the missions-of Christ was to réestore:to man 
the earth, which he had lost through exploitation, and it can 
only’ be. done, Pastor through - -@ class conscious movement, 
such as the Socialists are now heading. 

The Socialists are simply one of the PSE UeH Gs Sioa 
which this work is to.be done. And the church, or preacher, 
that fights Socialism, fights, also, Christ:and the Bible. 

“Why, your:Socialist, many of’them, don’t recognize the 
existence of God, much less:bélieve the Bible,’ said the Pastor.’ 

“These men-are Jargely what'this system of exploitation has* 
made them, It is my belief that a large number of them are: 
what they are because the ehurehes and theologians have per- 
sisted in télling the people that, “according to the Bible, we are 
not to expect - ‘any great: change in our condition, in this life, 
but ‘we must endure oppression without making any special ef-: 
fort to better our condition” mds the: ballot; © and all will be: 
righted in heaven. 

“JT have no: doubt about all ‘pete right in the heréatter? 
providing all things be made right here first. Hear what the: 
prophet said to the Jews about conditions on earth. 

“Ye who turn judgment ‘to wormwood (bitterness) and 
leave off righteousness in*the earth.” Amos v:7. So our courts, 
like those of the Jews in the Prophet‘s day, are simply made. 
instruments of ‘bitter torture, in place of justice; and, still,’ 
many churches and Lean say, age till nee hereafter in. 
nee of doing right here.) oa ° 

‘We Socialists stand. ri thes the propbat; in te case; and say’ 
that°on earth isthe placé*to begin doing right and that the? 
courts have been: turning the judgment of the poor into the: 
eile Sota of wormwood long ‘enough. Re 3 

{Please open the Bible; you hold in your hand, and read: 
“The: land shall] not be sold forever, for the land is mine.” Lev.: 
XXV:23, Now, is not one of your deacons a-real’estate man, who’ 
sells the earth to men and to their heirs forever, and. don’t he’ 
come to the church and ipray:to the same God, whose Word he 
mocks? And when you preach, do you condemn the practice?. 

If ‘you do mot, why do you wonder at those who are en- 
iiekersa enough to ‘see iia: nt cat wens ee in the: 
ami oi a cay 

But: we will ‘be didritabte:. “it nay. be that many of the: 
clawed members, deacons and preachers, are where some of’ 
the Socialists were a few years ago, they have not yet learned | 
these things. 

While the Jewish law was,. rt some respects, aay a etep-- 
rine stone to something higher and better, as taught by Christ, : 
yet under it there could be no such a thing as a land monopoly :. 
on which to base rent, as it was restored at the year of jubilee. 
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Read again, before you put the book: down, Isai. v:8.° “Woe 
unto them that join house to house, that lay field to field, till 
there be no place, that they may be-placed alone in the midst 
of the earth,” What. are the people on the outside to think when 
they see, not only church members;:.but;;whole denominations 
engaged in the mad scramble to add “field to field,” etc: Many 
denominations. own millions. of dollars’ -worth of property, out- 
Side of their preaching places, through which they exploit the 
-poor and this thing can only be stopped, as the Socialists con- 
tend, by removing the cause, which we call capitalism. 

The exploiters in the days of Iasiah, as today, violated the 
law by: seizing everything around them so that there was no 
room, in order that they might be alone in the earth, separate 
from the common herd. This is noticeable in every country on 
earth today. The poor and rich are separated from economis 
reasons, 

The difference is: that the eave ey et one it, 

while you defend it and profit by it: Mark you: We are not 
trying to show that men did not. violate the law:then, but what 
-was the law. In, fact, whether practiced or not, Socialism has 
always been the relation that, should exist between man and 
man. a : 
“Let me a you to some other. teachings. of hha Bible 
_that, it seems to me, does not harmonize with your views of 
Socialism,” said the Pastor. “Did not the wages system exist 
under the law of Moses, and all “BRIBED ONE the Old Testament 
-@ecriptures ?”’ 

- Why, certainly. Allow. me en read ‘from my little. ‘book: 
“What to Do and How to Do It.” 

“You ask: if.the Bible, as well as. science, eich Bosal. 
-ism, why haven’t we got it. before now? Because the world is 
not yet ready for it. These teachings are to get us ready, Ac- 
cording to the Bible, we have had,-first, the age of the patriarchs 
—which suited the conception of men at that time; then fol- 
» lowed the period of the law,: which, upon questions of. econom- 
-ics; as we have shown, stood where the Socialists stands, as 
to land and interest, and against the exploitations of the poor, 2 
»? ‘Paul said: “The law. was our schoolmaster to bring us unto 
» Christ. The law made nothing perfect.’ ” Gal,.iii:26, | 

It was.the training school to bring men. to those higher 
-ideals found in-Christ. 

The teaching. of the Bible, is, that man aeron at an early 
~period of ‘his existence into disobedience of these economic laws 
laid down by his Creator. 

.The Bible is, in-a measure, a history of the Ciees struggle 
soln on between the rich and the poor. We shall see as we pro- 
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Of course, men. have tried ,in every way, to avoid i de law 
of justice between man and man. 

The Bible makes mention of adultery, theft, murder, and 
every crime known: to mankind, not because they are sanc- 
tioned, for they are all forbidden in the most pi: and unmis- 
takable terms. 

The law governing the eWierstiep of the land, amd other 
things yet to be referred to, was not given because the people 
was ready to receive it, but to get them ready, by gradually 
bringing them up to that standard, through long ages of train- 
ing, accompanied by economic development. 

Of course ,in all ages, there were some living who were 
willing and ready to accept these conditions we are contending 
for, but they were in the minority. Those who were willing to 
accept the truth, as it came to them, the Bible commended, 
while those who would not stood condemned. 

“I thought you Socialists taught that it was the advance- 
ment of modern machinery that makes Socialism possible, 
which was not possible in any other age,” said the Pastor. 

There is no difference of opinion among well-informed So- 

cialists about what Socialism is, or the steps leading up. to it. 
The mission of modern machinery is that of helping the work- 
ers more rapidly to see the necessity, of that which the Bible 
has taught in all ages. The history of the past proves that 
teaching must go hand in hand with economic development. 
However, as we started in to find out what the Bible taught on 
this subject, we will have to. pass this matter by with this 
slight reference, at Peron and stick to our text, as we | preacn- 
ers say. 
That some persons may be in advance of others, one has 
but to read the communist manifesto which was written by 
Marx and Engels before the people were ready to receive it, 
and well it should be, si ‘how else would the world ever be 
brought to it? 

“What about this Hassave’ in the twentieth chapter of 
Matthew, the first sixteen verses?”* was the Pastor’s next in- 
quiry. 

In that chapter we have a Jand owner who claimed to be 
a good man, hiring others under the wages system, at the 
third, sixth and eleventh hours of the day, and then, beginning 
at the last man hired, he paid them all equally, a penny a day. 
The object Christ had in view in telling the incident about 
the man is plain when we read the sixteenth verse, which 
explains the whole purpose. 

“So the last shall be first, and the first last, for many be 
called but few chosen.” 

Some of the people Christ addressed were like those we 





THE BIBLE AND SOCIALISM, 15 


talk to, anxious to know what they are to get out of the thing. 

This you will find by reading the last four verses of the 
nineteenth chapter of Matthew. There you find his followers 
wanted to know who would be rewarded first. And Christ re- 
plied: “The last shall be first and the first last,” and gave 
them the story of the householder, to bring out his meaning. 
Of course, this man was doing even better than some did, un- 
der the wages system, by paying all equal. | 

; Socialists do business under the Wages system, and will 
be compelled to or give up business, until they can get the 
people to accept the higher law of Socialism, which we con- 
tend is laid down in the Bible, as well as by Marx. So what 
Christ said is no more of a sanction of the wages system than 
when a Socialist says the same thing to the people now, in 
relating some everyday incident. 

The fact that men are condemned, in the Bible, for keeping 
back the hirelings wages, is no sanction of the wages system. 
The iron law of wages allows a man simply to exist and to 
keep that back, as has been often done, is to etarve the worker 
to death, which is still worse, 

James condemned this attempt .to starve labor when he 
said: “Behold the hire of the laborers, who have reaped down 
your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and 
the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears 
of the Lord of Sabbath.” James v:4. : 

“But did not the Jew in Palestine hold the land in private 
possession, so that he might eell it subject to redemption, at 
any time; or have it return to him at the year of jubilee?” 
said the Pastor. 

All of that is true. Understand, Iam not contending that 
the law established Socialism among the Jews, but that the 
whole teaching of the Bible was, primarily, intended to bring 
about that result in time. 

The law which every seventh year released all debts and 
the Jubilee which prevented land monopoly, also prevented 
the accumulation of millions of dolars of debts for parasites 
_to live upon from age to age, as they do today. For a debt 
could not go beyond the seventh year. No generation of men 
are under any moral obligation to pay a past generation’s 
debts, according to the Bible. 

The government of the Jews, as given in the Bible, was 
temporary, designed for the transition period, until Christ 
came and laid the foundation of the Co-operative Common- 
wealth. Solon is represented as saying of the Jaws he gave 
to the people of Athens: “I have given them the best that they 
were able to bear.” So it may be said, God gave the Jews the 
best they were able at the time to bear. It is under the dis- 
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pel sation of Christ ‘that we now live and not the Old Jewish 
Law, that we are to get Socialism, and so far as conditions in 
the world are concerned; that is one of the ge le stated 
his Gospel was intended to bring about. 
» ‘(private ownership of the land, then, enables the holder to 
rent to others the rights to live on the earth,, which, accord- 
ing to the (Bible, ought to ibe the riene of all persons withous 
asking any one else for ‘the privilege. 

So, to’ follow the Bible’ on the land question is toe become 
a Socialist and do away with rent forever. 

~The declaration: “Moreover, the profit of the earth is for 
all.” Ecc. v:9, together with: “The earth hath he given to 
the children of men.” ' Psalms ¢xv: 16, shows the same idea of 
common ownership’*and enjoyment: of the earth and the 
produce of labor the Socialists’ are contending for. Under the 
‘Co-operative Comnionwealth, the earth, Bee its preter: would 
Zo to the benefit of all. ) ; 


‘CHAPTER IL. 
The Jewish Law Opposed To Interest.: 


j Don’ t you know that the Bible you preach from is opposed 
to all kinds of interest ? 
“The Bible, as I nndeetand it, angi opposes ‘usury! that 

is, more than the -law allows,” said the Pastor. . 

_ Met us see just what the law does say on that subject. You 
will remember, that ; ;the ‘Socialists want to overthrow interest, 
through the public ‘ownership and operation of all capital, to 
+prevent the worker, frem: being - exploited. of his. product by 
having it to pay. 

Both Moses and the Socialist could have but one reason 

‘for the abolition of interest, and that, is.to prevent one set 
-of persons from having to keep another thereby. There is 
“much more said : about interest in, the Bible than about either 
- rents or profits. For the very. good reason that the term rent, 
interest, and profits, ‘is only three names for the same thing, 
- and the overthrow of the principle of interest means s the setting 
. aside of the other. two, 

The man who sells goods, rune a railroad, or rents lands 
or houses, does so to. get. an interest on what he erie his in- 
» vestment.. 

Recollect, the J ews had. juat been relieved from a condition 
_in which others had been profiting at the expense of their labor 
_ in. Egypt, so one of the first things in the law given them at 
“Mount Sinai was a statute forbidding usury or interest. 

Please open. your Bible at the twenty- second eo ea 43 
Exodus and read the versés 25- oF 
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“Tf thou lend mcney to any of my people, that is poor by 
thee, thou shalt not be to him as an usurer, neither shalt thou 
lay upon him usury. If thou at all take thy néfghbor’s raiment 
to pledge, thou shalt deliver it unto him by that the sun goeth 
down; for that is his covering only, it is his raiment for his 
skin. ‘Wherein shall he sleep? And it shall come to pass 
when he crieth unto me, that I will hear; for I am gracious, 
saith the Lord.” 

As there was no statute known to the law of Moses allow- 
lowing any sort of interest, then the word as used in the 
Scriptures must mean charging something for the use of a 
thing. ‘Three hundred years ago the word “usury” was used 
everywhere among English-speaking people in the exact sense 
Which we now use the word “interest.” 

But, if you are not satisfied about the use of the term 
“usury,” I think, as we advance to other texts, the law will 
make plain its own meaning. In the meantime, let us glance 
at the pledge system mentioned in the text. It was, in some 
respects, similar to our chattel mortgage system. It was a 
security for the loan, which, it appears, must be returned by 
sundown, whether the debt was paid or not. If the practice of 
taking all sorts of things for pledges, as we do at present, 
prevailed, it is not found, so far as we are aware, in the law 
of Moses. If the Lord would hear when the poor Jew cried to 
him, against the man who held his raiment in pawn, why will 
he not ‘hear the poor woman or man in our “sweat shops” ‘or 
mines, who has been compelled to do the same thing? 

The Bible, as you will see, held it to be desperately wicked 

to treat the poor in that way then, and yet you have these 
same pledge-takers in your church now. 
' The poor wealth-producers then, just as it has always 
been, was the borrower; and, at the end, had all the interest 
to pay. And even if the rich idlers borrows the money, he gets 
everything from the worker. 

Notwithstanding all the theoretical teachings, then or 
since prevailing, we will always have the poor to whom a Joan 
without interest will be a temporary relief until Socialism is 
established, which will abolish poverty. Here, in this passage, 
is the semblance of the class struggle between the poor and the 
rich, whether they were conscious of it or not. 

When the members of the churches become conscious of 
this struggle between the rich and the poor, for the possession 
of the products of labor, as they will eventually, it will split 
the churches; but they will be reunited when Socialism is 
established. 

“T think, if you will search the Scriptures, you will find 
that poverty will always prevail,’ the Pastor remarked, 
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The idea is based on a misunderstanding of certain scrip- 
tures, as We will show when we come to consider what the Bible 
has to say about the poor and their treatment iby the rich, 

In the mean time, let us go on to settle this question of the 
law on interest, | 

Read, if you please, Lev. xxv:35-37. 

“And if thy brother be waxen poor and fallen in decay 
With thee, then thou ghalt relieve him; yea, though he be a 
stranger or’a sojourner, that he may live with thee. Take 
thou no usury of him, or increase, but fear thy God; that thy 
brother may live with thee; thou shalt not give him thy money 
upon usury, nor lend him thy victuals on increase.” 

The first thing here taught is the principle of universal 
brotherhood, everywhere recognized by International Social- 
ism. ‘As the ultimate end, which is Socialism, was yet in the 
distant future, temporary relief for the ‘brother or stranger 
fallen into decay is taught. But the Bible, no more than the 
Socialists, holds out charity as a solution of economic difficul- 
ties, as we shall see as we proceed. ; 

Does not the system we are living under now, and that — 
you seem to think ought not to be abolished, bring about pov- 
erty and decay, as it has done in all the ages of the past? Your 
church members, who are money lenders and bankers, fleece 
the poor, just as others do, and will continue so ‘to do, till the 
system we are living under is ‘destroyed. In place of relieving 
tie poor, we make him pay more for what ‘little he is 
able to buy than the rich, who can buy in larger amounts. 
According to the Bible, the stranger is our brother, and should 
be treated as such, while today evén church members stand 
for taking all sorts of advantage of the stranger. : 

“Take thou no usury of him or increase.” Note that word 
“‘increase.”” No increase or interest, either on a loan of money 
or victuals was allowed. So that settles the matter whether 
a man has a right to live off the interest of his money, which 
is only a way of living off what the workers produce, 

Don’t you see that the church tig tied hand and foot. by. 
the shackels of capitalism, and must be untied by Socialism 
taking the place of the present industrial system? 

As the terms rent, interest and profits are names all ex- 
pressing the same thing, when increase is forbidden, all three 
fall to the ground. r 

“But was it not the poor, who ‘had fallen into decay, ,that 
were to be exempt from interest, while the rich and well-to-do 
might pay it?” asked the Pastor. | bE, 

No, the rich owner of capital, who is not a producer, only, 
pays interest out of what he gets from the labor of the man, 
who, for that very reason, has fallen into decay. As labor 
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produces all wealth, it logically follows that it must, in the 
very nature of the case, pay all interest. 

For, recollect, that money, in which interest. is paid, only 
represents wealth. 

Around us are millions of our brothers, that are fallen 
into. decay through ‘the system under hich we are living; 
and the Socialists want to relieve them by giving them all the 
wealth they can produce through owning all the capital or 
tools’ with which to’prodwtée. 

Now what is the outside world, to think of the rich church 
member who helps his brother to decay ‘by taking, under mort- 
gage, what little his brother has left? ° 

Are not the Socialists right when they say, “Come, let us 
stop this poverty and decay?’ } 

“But here is a passage,” remarked the Rev. Mr. M in. 
the XXIII chapter of Deuteronomy and the’19 and 20ta verses. 

“Thou shalt not lend upon usuary to thy brother,usuary of 
money, usuary of victuals, usury of anything that is lent upon 
usury, that the Lord thy God may bless thee in all that thou 
settest thine hand to in the land whether thou goest to possess 
it.’ Again, it is said to the Jews: ‘‘Thou shalt lend unto many 
nations, but thou shalt not borrow.” Deut. XV:6. How does 
that harmonize with your idea that the Bible is opposed to all 
interest?” : 

You will recall that the law, as laid down in ‘Leviticus re- 
ferring to the stranger who had become poor, said: “Thou shalt 
relieve him.” And the Jews were commanded ito love, the 
stranger as themselves. The Ammonites and Moabites, to- 
gether with the different tribes or nation. of. Canan, are ex- 
preesly excepted from this rule. The first, because they tried 
to prevent the Jews from going into the promised land and es- 
tablishing a nation, whose teaching was: destined to lead, 
ultimately, to the setting up of the Co-operative Common- 
_ wealth; and the other because of their wickedness. This truth 
is still marching on and the same will come to any -other 
nation that stands in the pathway of progress today. See Deut. 
XXIII: 3-6. 

“Thou shalt not abhor (hate) an Edomite, for he is thy 
brother; thou shalt not abhor an Egyptian, because thou wast 
a stranger in his land.’”’ Deut. XXIII:7. 

This entitles them to different treatment to those doomed 
nations. 

“Had not the Egyptians oppressed the Jews?” aalced the 
Pastor. 

They did. And, as we are told, were terribly- punished 
for it. 

It would seem, therefore, that the term: “Unto a stranger 
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thou mayest lend upon usury, that the Lord thy God may bless 
thee in'all that thou settest thine hand to, in the land whither 
thou goest to possess it,” refers only to those nations which the 
Jews were to dispossess. - | 

These people of Canaan, according to the history of the 
times,sas recorded in the twentieth chapter of Levitious, was 
guilty of every gross immorality known to mankind. 

The Bible historians are not alone ‘in recording the cruel- 
ties, oppressions, and abominations of the nations of the 
past, such as Chaldea, Assyria, Persia, Greece, Rome, Egypt, 
and others, all of which went to destruction through war and 
conquest, just as Canan did. This state of things will continue 
so long as the private ownership of the earth and its resources 
are recognized. The New Testament recognizes no such thing 
ag strangers and foreigners. Eph. 11:19. / 

It is the belief of the Socialists that the modern nations 
would go just as Canaan and other ancient nations did, were 
it not for the on-coming of Socialism. 

“T have heard some of your Socialists complain bitterly 
about the order to destroy the infants of Canaan,” said the 
Pastor. 

Perhaps you did, but they will admit that war has always 
led to the suffering of the innocent. As Socialism could not 
then be established among all nations, these children were bet- 
ter off dead, than many are in the hell of poverty and vice 
maintained by the present system. 

And I need not say to those who believe in the heaven be- 
yond, where Socialism is already the prevailing law, that those 
infants who ceased life here, and began it there, are the gain- 
ers thereby. 

Of course, the older ones, both men and women, simply 
reaped the evil they had sown, which must always be the case, 
till we change the conditions, and cease sowing that kind of 
seed. 

These people of Canaan had been persuing the same eco- 
nomic course we are now pursuing, and harvest time came at 
last, just as it will with us, unless prevented. 

Nations have been destroyed by all sorts of calamities, 
such as. earthquakes, epidemics, and etc. 

To those of us who see the hand of God in the destruction 
of nations, there is no more wrong in having one nation de- 
stroyed by another, than having it done in any other way. 
Indeed, it would not be just if the heedless exploiters of the 
working people did not, ultimately, reap the fruit of their 
doings. 

But you cannot make some of your Socialists see the jus- 
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tice of God's Fata as to destroy. these people, * gard the 
Pastor, 

I cannot compel any + Hoare to receive any sort of truth, and 
God won’t compel them. 

These Socialists, you keep speaking of, are like some of 
you church people, we cannot make z -cept the principles of 
Socialism; although laid down in the Bible you profess to be- 

lieve in, 

Whatever some may Palieen about the destruction of these 
people of Canaan; they will be compelled to admit that the 
Jews, who superceeded them ,had a law forbidding interest in 
all its forms. sik t , 

_. The Socialist who aimg to do the same thing carries out 
what the Bible teaches, whether he recognizes it or not. 

This whole transaction in Canaan is but a part of the eco- 
nomic history of the world. 

It appears it was the custom at that Betty age to have not 
only money on interest, but victuals and other things; all of 
which the Bible forbids, and itis this that lays at the founda- 
tion of the present method of producing and distributing 
wealth. 

So far, you must admit, Pastor, the Bible agrees with the 
Socialist. 

“But if you cannot cht men to. cent iieae truths, you © 
cannot get Socialism,” said the Pastor. 

Like other great truths, the majority will be compelled by 
their material conditions, and the others will accept as soon 
as Socialism is established and they. see the benefit of it. 


, CHAPTER AN 
Interest: Under the Jewish Kings. 


All kings and rulers, jn every age, have lived by exploiting 
their fellowmen, and the Jewish kings ‘was no exception to the 
role. | ews | . ae 

“We have no king in this country,” said the Pastor. 

No, we elect our monarch every four years, and place more 
power in his hand than the king of England. And then it costs 
us more, a8 workers, to keep our untitled nobility than all the 
crown heads of Europe. As an exploiter of the ‘worker the 
‘rulers: of the Old World are not to be compared to our Stan- 
part of the divine plan it has required a series of ages to bring 
dard oil king, who alone gets more than all these crown heads, 

The teachings of the law of Moses was, as we have seen, 
opposed to interest of all kinds. But as forced obedience is nod 
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mankind in sight. of the. ultimate goal, which is Socialism. For 
that reason ‘Paul spoke ‘of the law as “Our schoolmaster to 
brin gus unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.” Gal. 
jii: 24, No one, tolerably acquainted with the Jewish religion, 
will attempt to deny that it has to do almost wholly ‘with this 
life, in its attempt: to bring about economic justice as fast as 
the people could ‘be educated up to an understanding and ac- 
ceptance of it. 

“at you are correct, ‘why was the Jews so often punished 
for what they were not sufficiently aes to receive ” said | 
the Pastor. 

Because ignorance of the law never prevents the effect of 
its violation. 

We are suffering now all sorts of poverty and inconven- 
ience, in the world, because of our ignorance of. Socialism, 
which tis only another name for justice, between man and man. 
And our ignorance of Sccialism no more prevents our suffering 
th ian our ignorance of electricity prevents our dying if we take" 
hold of a live wire. < 

It was the business of this law, as a schoolmaster, to edu- 
cate the people in the primary and ‘pass them on-to the final 
graduation into social Pica oe as fast as economic conditions 
would permit. 

“We were, by the law, to be AY een aks to ee Ste. and not to 
Socialism,” said the Pastor. 

To bring one to Christ, certainly means to bine one to a 
belief and acceptance of his teachings, and that, necessarily, 
must include what he taught on Socialism, as well as any- 
thing else he taught, and, as a Socialist, all I want to 
know here is, what he said on that subject. 

In coming to Christ, we must accept the brotherhood of 
man, which hé taught. 

It seems to me that the noon that the teaching of Christ 
was aimed almost wholly at the future world, and not intended 
‘to change conditions. here, is a very common mistake that 

must be laid aside, ae 

Read what Paul said in Hebrews vii: 19: 

“For the law: made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of 
@ better hope did; by which we draw high unto God.” 

“The whole thing is an.-unwarranted twisting of the great 
and wholesome doctrine of THRE AGRE by faith,” remarked 
the Pastor, warmly, re 

Let us see. In short, to Met a, means to eo tian. That 
is to say, faith in Christ’s teachings will be our vindication. 
How ;then can professed. Christians be justified or vindicated 
without accepting Christ’s economic teachings as well as the 
rest? . 
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And why do you leave off one'anid teach the other? 

What is faith? ;Let the:same author answer: 

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped: ear, the evi- 
dence of things not seen.”’» Heb. xi:1. ah deen 

When Paul. said the “law. made. nothing aucactt ” but gave 
the people a hope for better things, he said what was true: as 
to the overthrow of interest; in all its forms, through the com- 
ing in of socialism. .We are asked here to. have faith in things 
to come, only. On. what, to us,.ig found. to be sufficient evi- 
dence. The. coming. of. Socialism is based upon: faith, or the 
evidence of things hoped for. : me 
_ SolIam not asked to. have faith in a ‘thing wthgit. evi- 
dence. 

What is taieht. in the Bible. ‘on Socialism fa not rg be 
cause found jn the Bible; ‘but was put there ‘because it was 
true; and the Socialists have shown it to, pe based on. scien- 
tific evidence as “well, 

We Socialists have hope of bettering the conditions for 
mankind and think there is sufficient evidence that it is near 
at hand. \ 
wey OU have not made good your assertion that. the, eich 
kings were exploiters of the people,” gaid the Pastor. Ri Ge 

Before proving that, let us, notice what is meant by. awe 
ing near to God. Is it not then by. doing what. he teaches? 
How can you church members draw near to God. ‘by simply 
putting on a sanctimonious face and going on to skin the 
people through interést, which ‘he forbids? _ 

‘Now for your question about the Jewish kings. | 

The Jewish government did not provide for a legislative 
body, or any one else to make new laws, or amend old ones, 
but left the statutes as first given to be enforced by the people, 
just as the Socialists want to do. Deu. xvii:18. In the time of 
the judges, which lasted several hundred years, Samuel and ‘his 
sons lived. We are told that his sons “walked not in his ‘ways, 
‘but turned aside after lucre, and took bribes, and perverted 
judgment.” 1 Sa. iii. These judges were like some we have to- 
‘day. For, remember, it paid then to give and take bribes, and 
will continue so until Socialism makes it impossible. The peo- 
‘ple complained of this condition of things, and justly; but, like 
us, they adopted the wrong remedy. 

The people, then, did not live up to the teachings of the 
Bible, nor do we. 

“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou shalt not 
‘covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his man servant, nor his maid 
servant, nor his ox, nor his a6s, nor anything that is bang 
‘neighbor’s.” Ex. xx:17, — 

“Thou shalt love they neighbor as thyself.’ Lev, xix:18. 
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“But the stranger that: dwelleth with you shall be unto 
you as one borned among bar and thou shalt love him as 
thyself.” (Lev. xix: 34, 


Now I want to leave- it to you, Pastor, if covetousness does 


not lay at the foundation of our present industrial system? It 
was what actuated those judges. It is what made men rob 
their neighbors of ‘the proceeds of their labor and take their 
houses, ‘then, ‘as now, “under mortgage. To love our neighbors 
as ourselves is ito want them‘ ‘to have everything that we have, 

and it cannot: be done except under Socialism, which would 
pa men on an economic equality. 


In ‘the ‘treatment of the stranger the doctrine of universal 
brotherhood is taught, for which, as we said, the Socialists 
everywhere stand. 


Mhis teaching, which is fia very essence of Socialism, is 
what the Jews ought to have been guided by. But, instead, 
when they cried out: “Make us a king to judge us like all the 
nations, es ’ they. ee done as. we often do,.choose themselves a 
worse master. 1 Sam. viii:5. 

When. the Jews choose a king, the Lord said to Samuel: 
They’ have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me.” 
1 Sam. viii:7. 

— Whn they rejected God's plan of righteous economic gov- 
ernment they rejected him. 

. Now, Pastor, if you will please read from the eleventh to 
the eighteenth verse of the eighth chapter of First Samuel you 
will see that God said the Jewish kings would be oppressors of 
the people... - 

““"Fhis will be the manner of the king that shall reign over 
you; he will take your sons and appoint them for himself, for 
his chariot and to be his horsemen; and some shall run before 
his chariots.. And he will appoint him captains over thou- 
sands, and: captains overfifties; and will set them to till his 


ground and to reap: his harvest, and make his instruments of 
war, and instruments. of. chariots. And he will make your 


daughters: to be confectionaries; and to be cooks, and to be 
bakers. ' And ‘he will take your ‘fields and your vineyards and 
your olive yards, even the best of them, and give them to his 
servants. And he will take the tenth of your seed, and of your 


‘vineyards, and of your olive yards, and give them to his offi- 


cers and to his servants. And he will take your men servants, 
and your maid. servants, and your goodliest young men, and 


your asses, and put them to his work. He will take the tenth 


of your sheep;-and ye shal] be his servants, And ye shall ery 
out in that day because of your king, which ye shall have 
chosen you; and the Lord will not hear you in that day.” 


—s" 
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The ‘history of the kings show a they did just 3 as was 
here foretold. % 

These kings took the working peoplé, lands, vineyards, 
houses, and produce for themselves and their officers, just as 
they do now. And what difference does it make to the worker, 
who has everything to produce by his labor, whether the man 
who robs him wears a crown and is called a king, or whether 
he is a trust magiiate? His produce is gone, just the same. 

_ ‘The poor men were drafted into the armies then. as now, 
to fight the battles of the rich. All that ‘divided men into 
classes and kept up a continual struggle between them. _ 

If God made it the duties of his ministers, then, to warn 
the people against these parasites who live on the backs of the 
people, as Samuel warned them, how can you be a true min- 
ister of the same God and not do it now? 

You know, Pastor, that the rich parasites pent fifty mil- 
lion dollars of the money taken out of the hard toil of.the 
workers on Queen Victoria’s jubilee, while millions of her, 
subjects perished of hunger in India, and your churches raised 
money and corn to send to.the famine sufferers, and loudly 
praised the Queen as a christian when she died. 

Last year we paid eighty-eight millions of dollars to John, 
Rockefeller and the Standard Oil Company, while hundreds 
and thousands of working men and their wives and children, 
who produce all pnts, are in extreme’ poverty, wrechedness and 
hunger. 

Remember, if you, asa Sisphelins warn not the people, the 
Bible says their “blood will. I require at. thine hand.” Ezek. 
111: 18. 

“You do not mean to say that I have not preached the gos- 


pel in its fullness?” said the Pastor, rising and walking the- 


floor. 
“If you have ever said anything against such things, I 
never heard it,” said mother. “And did not I ‘hear you say 


that both the Queen and Rockefeller were good: christians, in 


one of your sermons?” she continued. 

That the Jewish people, surrounded as they were, on every 
hand, by nations ruled by despots, would eventually demand a 
king, in place of the plan laid down in the law of Moses, is 
set forth in Deu. xvii:14. 

Of course, with a lot of kings and nobles living as usurers 
on the back of the people, which they must do so long as we 
have that class; the Jewish law could only be indifferently en- 
forced, which kept the nation in trouble all the time. 


They, of necessity, ignored ‘tthe law against interest, in its” 
different forms, just as they did the law which said to the 
king: “Neither shall he multiply wives.to him.”. Deu. xvii:i%« 
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The law was not enforced against the rich class, then, for 


the same reason that they are not enforced against that class 
now; that is, because the power to execute the law, under 
the kings, was in the hands of the rich, and they would no 
more punish themselves than the same persons do it now. 

“Where does any of the Jewish rulers say anything about 
interest?” said the Pastor, resuming his seat. 

If you will read the fifteenth Psalm you will find David 
asking two questions: 

“Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle, who shall dwell 
in thy holy hill?” 

And, among other things, giving the following answer: 

“He that putteth not out his money to usury.” 

If a man who took interest then was not right before God, 
how can the church members and the preachers, who do the 

same thing, be alright now? 
“But what can be done about it?” asked tthe (Pastor. 

Why, tell your people to vote the Socialistic ticket, and 
take away the cause of all this, which is the private ownership 
of capital, and turn the same over to the public to own and 
operate collectively for the benefit of the worker. 

As great an exploiter of the people as Solomon was, he 
uttered a great truth when he said: 

“He that by usury (interest) and unjust gain increaseth 
his substance, he shall gather it for him that will pity the poor. 
He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his 
prayer shall be an abomination.” Prov. xxviii:8, 9. 

Here interest is classed as unjust gain; when did it get 
to be just? And if the man’s prayer who took interest then 
was an abomination to the Lord, how can it be alright now? 
That the Bible called Solomon’s administration oppressive, we 
will show when we come to consider the rich and their op- 
pressions, 


CHAPTER V. 
The Position Of The Jewish Pi ophets On Interest. 


A few evenings after the above conversation, the Rev. Mr. 
M , being now thoroughly interested, true to his promise, 
called again and the investigation was resumed. 

Suppose we look up what some of the Jewish prophets 
said on this question of interest on money, we remarked. 

We presume you will agree with us that these prophets 
were the preachers of the old dispensation, as the preachers 
of today are of the gospel dispensation. 





; 
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Let us find how their attitude on interests will compare 
with the attitude of the preachers of today; for they are given 
as examples for us to follow. 

In the twenty-fourth chapter of Isaian, and first three 
verses, the prophet declared the Lord would turn the earth 
upside down, and scatter abroad the inhabitants. All kinds of 
people, the priest, master, servant, maid, mistress, buyer and 
seller, together with the silver and taker of usury, was to be 
involved in the general destruction. So usury, of some kind, 
has destroyed all the nations of the past, bringing calamity 
upon the innocent along with the guilty, as we showed. 

Are we to understand that these people reaped the fruits 
of their doings, and we can sow the same seed and get a 
different crop? 

It seems to me, Pastor, what we need is a few more 
Isaians in our modern pulpits. 

Continuing, the prophet said: 

“The earth, also, is defiled under the inhabitants thereof, 
because they have transgressed the law, changed the ordinance, 
broken the everlasting covenant.” Isa. xxiv:5. 

One of the ordinances which they had changed was that 
against interest, and! this helped to defile the earth. 

Is not the earth stil] defiled today, and that, too, by the 
aid of church members, through the violation of the same un- 
derlying principle, which disgrace can only be removed by 
Socialism, which will make interest impossible? 

“What is to keep the ordinances from being violated again 
if Socialism is established, just as they were at this time?” 
asked the Pastor. 

Socialism, or opposition to usury, has always been the 
relation that should be between man and man; but govern- 
ment has always been left to the rich, who profited through 
usury at the expense of the poor producer of wealth. Social- 
iets propose to give the power of government into the hands of 
the producer, so he can get all he produces in place of giving 
it all for interest of different kinds. That will force all to 
be producers, and once in possession of the power to keep his 
product, self interest will cause him to cling to it. Of course, 
the producer has the power to take over the industries now, 
but hag yet to be convinced of it. ; 

During a period of great national corruption, after speak- 
ing in the most unmistakable terms about the judgments of 
God upon the exploiters of the people, Jeremiah exclaimed: 

“Woe is me my mother that thou hast borne me a man of 
strife and’ a man of contention to the whole earth. I have 
neither lent on usury, nor has man Jent me on usury, yet every 
one of them doth curse me.” Jer. xv:10, 
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Here, according to, the prophet, the worst thing that could 
be gaid of 4 man was to call him a usurer. Everybody cursed 
them. How is it today? ? The ¢hurch not only receives, but 
blesses them, and set onto the. ite Lag who feel about it 
as the prophet did. 

Here; the Socialist garket whieh makes no peeteiaton to 
be a religious, organization,tagrees with the prophet in oppos- 
ing usury, while many church organizations, which claim to 
believe in the teachings. of. the prophets, join in heaping curses 
on the Socialists, in place of the usurer. But all the church 
members are not to blame. The churches are full of the best 
men and women in the world, as well as some of the worst. 


It is. all because they have not studied cause and effect, as 


those who are Socialists have, 

-It is our duty, as preachers, to place the reabhin? of the 
Book we profess to follow, before the churches in such a light 
as to remove this stigma. Every true believer in the economic 
teaching of the Bible must, necessarily, be a Socialist as soon 
as he understands it. 

The eighteenth chapter of Ezekiel is still more severe on 
the usurer, if possible, than what we have just noticed. After 
classing the interest taker along with the adulterer, the 
idolater, the murderer, as other oppressors of the poor, OS 
prophet says: 

“He hath given forth on usury ,and hath taken increase; 
shall he then live? He shall not live, he hath done all these 
abominations; he eo ya surely die, his ‘blood shall be upon 
him.” Ezek. xviii:13. 

Here the Lord is harder on tins exploiting class of usurers 
than the Socialists, for; in ‘the general overthrow of the na- 
tions, he held that phey. were a eeny of death and should 
“surely die.” 

Now, the majority of preachers tell these robbers of the 
poor that they are not only worthy to live here, but hereafter, 
and claim’to be’ followers of the same God. 

Of the ’son of this same usurer who had forfeited ‘his life, 
the prophet says; among other things: 

“He neither hath oppressed’ any, hath not withholden the 
pledge (goods mortgaged), neither hath’ spoiled by violence, 
put hath given his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the 
naked with a'garmeént,; that hath taken off his hand from the 
poor, that hath not received usury nor increase, hath executed 
my judgments, Hath walked in my statues; he shall not die for 


the iniquity of his father, he shall surely live. Ezek. 


xviii:16, 17. 
This last man, here described, is the kind of a man Social- 
ism would make of every man. We would have the usurer 


ea 
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take his hand off from the poor, and cease to spoil by violence, 
and our system would give ‘bread to the hungry and clothe 
the naked with the best garments their skill could produce. 

Don’t you see that whatever opposes Socialism is standing 
in the way of carrying out what the prophets contended for? 
In the twenty-second chapter the same prophet charges the 
‘Jew with almost every crime known to mankind, and ends by 

saying: : 

“Thou hast taken usury and increase, and thou hast greed- 
ily gained of thy neighbor by extortion, and hath forgotten 
me saith the Lord God.” ©zek. xxii:12. 

Here, again, the interest taker is classed with the worst 
men on earth, while we hold them among the best. What are 
our wealthy men of today doing but greedily gaining of their 
‘neighbors, the workers, by usury and extortion, and if the 
men who did that then had forgotten God, so have they now. 
But, today, the greatest usurers in the world are leaders in the 
churches, and all but a few of the preachers who occupy the 
place of the prophets of old, are like dumbdogs. 

But the time is at ‘hand, Pastor, when these men who 
‘misrepresent God and christianity, will be held up before the 
world in their true light, as the prophet did the pretenders 
‘who robbed the people in his day.- 


CHAPTER VI. 
Nehemiah On Mortgages, 


Ancient history, as recorded in the Bible, and discovered 
in the ruins of the past, tells us that the Jews were carried 
into captivity by Nebuchadnezzar, some five hundred years 
before Christ, and after the overthrow of the Chaldean em- 
pire by Cyrus and Darius, they were permitted to return, and 
tliat under the Persian king, Artaxerxes, the prophet Nehemiah 
was appointed governor and judge of the Jewish province, 
which was still held subject to a foreign power. Now, Pastor, 
if you will open your Bible at the fifth chapter of Nenemiah, 
we will find how he dealt with that class of men, who took 
what the wokers produced through mortgages. This chapter 
contains the history of a case brought before Nenemiah as a 
judge. 

The Jews, under the Persian administration, was com- 
pelled to pay a revenue for the support of a foreign govern- 
ment, and, outside of that, was left to enforce their own laws. 
Here is the same evils of private ownership that the world is 
suffering from now. Nations now, including our own, are 
seizing other countries and laying them under tribute. Whe 
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got the benefit of the revenues collected from the Jewish la- 
borers? A few idle rich in the Persian empire, just like a 
few idle rich benefit at the expense of the people of the Phil- 
ippine Islands and India. But suppose you read the first five 
verses, which is a history of the indictment brought into court 
before Nenemiah: 

“And there was a great cry of the people and of their 
wives, against their brethren the Jews. For there were that 
said: ‘We, our sons and our daughters are many, therefore 
we take up corn for them that we may eat and live.” Some 
also there were that said: ‘We have mortgaged our lands, 
vineyards and houses, that we might buy corn, because of the 
dearth.’ There were those also that said: ‘We have borrowed 
money for the king’s tribute, and that upon our lands and 
vineyards, yet now our flesh is as the flesh of our brethren, our 
children as their children, and, lo! we bring into bondage our 
sons and our daughters, to be servants, and some of our 
daughters, are brought into bondage already, neither is it in 
our power to redeem them, for other men have our lands and 
vineyards.” (Neh. v:1-5. bei 

This-case came up under the law of Moses, and not under 
the law of Persia, as the Jews were left free to enforce their 
own laws, so long as they paid their tribute to the king of 
Persia. 

Let us glance at some of the particulars in this indictment! 
It was one set of brethren that was robbing the other; then, 
as now. Again, it was the few rich robbing the many poor, as 
usual. There had been a failure of crops among the farmers 
and, being compelled to buy corn, the money lenders had taken 
advantage (just as they do now) to invest their money on good 
rea] estate securities. All of which was in open violation of 
the law, which says: . 

“Tf thy brother be fallen into decay with thee, then thou 
shalt relieve him; thou shalt not be unto him as a usurer, thou 
shalt not lay upon him usury or increase.” . 

They had to borrow money to pay tax or the king’s tribute 
and buy corn, and gave mortgages, just as our western farmers 
do today. The difference is that the money lenders of today 
do their robbing under protection of laws made by themselves, 
as they are now in control of the government; but these men 
in Nehemiah’s day did their robbing without the warrant of 
law. 

In the fifth verse the poor claim that they and their chil- 
dren were as good as the rich and their children, which is true 
today. These poor people claimed that the mortgage indiebted- 
ness was bringing their sons and daughters into bondage, to 
- be servants of the rich. “For other men have our lands and 
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our vineyards,” said they; that is, they had been taken from 
them under mortgage. And from that condition of bondage to 
the rich they were unable to redeem those near and dear to, 
them. This amounts to the same claim made by the Socialists 
that mortgage indebtedness and wage servitude is nothing 
but a species of slavery. Today this country, and all others, 
is simply covered over with a blanket mortgage, and the sons 
and daughters of the poor are driven out from home to become 
servants, under bondage to the rich. And many of these 
mortgage holders, who drive our daughters into bondage, are 
professed ‘believers in Christ and the Bible, and, unlike the 
ancient people who here agree with the Socialist in complain- 
ing against this condition, we, of today, call it freedom. 

Special stress is laid by this people on the fact that some 
of their daughters had already been brought into bondage. 
How about our daughters, today, who are driven to become 
the servant of the rich, in mansion, store and factory, subject 
to all sort of abuse and temptations, and often driven from 
that into dens of infamy, worse than death, where it is said 
more than three hundred thousand of them are today. 

“Why wasn’t your Socialist pieced of that day better 
enforced?” asked ‘the Pastor. 

That only proves the truth of the Socialist contention that 
the economic conditions were not ripe, nor was there then 
encugh people sufficiently enlightened to take in the whole 
truth. There was those then, in advance of others, as now. 
Here, again, is your class struggle over the product of labor. 
The materialistic basis of history, which Marx taught. Let it 
not be forgotten that our ability to ‘enlighten the ae de 
pends: largely on moral convictions. 

“That is the thing I exceedingly dislike in your Socialist 
philosophy,” said the Pastor. “Because it ignores all moral 
basis for history.” : i 

Oh, no; just to the contrary. This dispute among the 
Jews brought: before Nehemiah was, in your judgment, a 
question of right and Wes was it not, Pastor. 

“Well, yes.” 

Was not the. land and the products of labor the material 
basis of this whole contention? Coveting my neighbors gocds 
are anything that is his, which is forbidden in the ten com- 
mandments, ig a moral question, yet the material things of my 
neighbor is the basis of the covetousness. 

Recollect, Nehemiah was a minister of god; ag well as a 
governor and judge, and what he did, and: the stand he took, 
is an example for every minister’ today, so far as his influence 
will reach. What effect had this complaint about bela 
and oppression, upon this minister? ‘He gays: 
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“And I was very angry when I heard their ery, and these 
words.”” Neh. w:6. 

Here is a minister and judge filled with righteous indigna- 
tion against men for taking mortgages on the land; while, 
today, we find ministers and judges indignant against the So- 
cialists, who stand where the prophet did and oppose the sys- 
tem built upon robbery of the poor through mortgages. Who, 
according to the prophet, was to blame for this violation of the 
Jewish law opposed to mortgages and oppression? 

“Then I consulted with myself, and I rebuked the nobles. 
and the rulers and said unto. them; ye exact usury, every one 
of his brother. And.I sat a great assembly against thers: 
Neh. v:7. 

(Pastor, we Socialists think you preachers had “heey do 
like this one did, consult yourselves and rebuke the nobles 
and rulers, who are loaded with mortgages on the people. 

‘Here, in Nehemiah’s day, the usurers are at work skinning 
the workers, but the prophet places himself on the side of the 
oppressed. And he takes the Socialist position and arrays, on 
his side, the masses against the classes, for he says: “I set 
a great assembly against them.” Left it to the people. When 
the oppressed and oppressor confronted. each other in the as-, 
sembly, the judge . 

‘Said unto them: ‘We, after our ability, have redeemed 
our brethren, the Jews, which were sold unto the heathen. 
and will ye even sell your brethren? Or shall they be sold 
unto us?? Then held they their peace, and found nothing. ‘to 
answer. ** Neh. v:8. 

_ The Jewish mortgage holders claimed like professed chris- 
tian mortgage holders, that they had more light and knowl- 
edge than the heathen around them, and yet did as i as 
any of them. 

So we claim a higher civilization than the heathen around 
us, but where is the nation of natives, in the wilds of “Darkest 
Africa,’ a part of whose people live from mortgages. on the 
others? Mark you, the, judge in his address to the contending 
parties, held that these mortgages literally meant the selling 
of one man into the hands of another, and the same cause 
produces the like effect today. 

“Then held they their peace and found nothing to answer.” 
Just as the position of the Socialists of today is unanswerable. 

Seeing the advantage he had the judge continued in his 
withering address and said: 

“It is not good that you dio, eae ye not to walk in the 
fear of our God, because of the repncach of 1S heathen, our 
enemies?’? Neh, v:9.° 

What was not good then is no better now; and those mort-, 
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gage sharks brought the cause of God into reproach, just as 
the same class in the church has made christianity a laughing 
stock among unbelievers today. 

Today it is not an uncommon thing for preachers and 
judges to have their pockets full of mortgages. But here isa 
judge who said: 

“T, likewise, and my brethren and my servants (officers) 
might exact of them money and corn; I pray you, let us leave 
off this usury!’’ Neh. v:10. 

And here comes the court decision: 

“Restore, I pray you, to them, even this day, their lands, 
their houses, also the hundredth part of the money, and of the 
corn, the wine, and the oil, that ye exact of them.” Neh v.10. 

All at once. This decision is more far-reaching than what 
the Socialists are asking for. We are asking only that the 
system be so changed as to restore to the people the possession 
of the land, factories, and means of transportation, and we 
do not ask for the money, which will be of no further use 
under the new condition. 

“Then why did: Nehemiah make the demand?” asked the 
Pastor. | 

Because the new commonwealth was not yet set up, being 
taught, only, in prospect. 

When these robbers of the poor saw that the great as- 
sembly of the people, and the judge, was against them, they 
said: Soe 4 

“We will restore them and will require nothing of them; 
so Will we do as thou sayest. Then (said Nehemiah) I called 
the priest and took an oath of them, that they should do ac- 
cording to their promise.” Neh. v:12. 

It was the duty of the priest, it appears, to see that the 
judgment of the court was duly executed. - 

The session of the court is here closed with the following 
‘significant and solemn declaration: 

“So God shake out every man from his house, and from his 
labor, that performeth not this promise, even be he shaken out 
and emptied. And all the congregation said, Amen, praise the 
Lord! And the people did according to this promise.” Neh. 
v:19. 

Unless this system of exploitation is stopped there will be 
a great shaking out and emptying of the modern nations, as it 
was with the ancients. 

Go preach this wholesome doctrine to your congregation, 
Pastor, and see if they will say, “Amen, praise the Lord!” 

Like Nehemiah, the Socialists believe that the masses of 
the people will do to rely upon to perform their promises, 

when they understand the economic conditions. 


. st 
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“In my talks with sefentific Socialists, when I offered the 
Golden Rule as a solution of these diffculties, they pede apts at 
me as Utopian,” said the Pastor. 

‘Sir Thomas More’s “Utopia, *” written in 1516, has become 
another name for “visionary.’* That man has love, is as much 
a scientific fact, as that he has reason, And it is no more true 
that his love will’ be governed: by his material interests than 
that ‘his reason» will.- History will prove that men have had 
their scientific reasonings heli ee! as ‘much by their is 
interest as their love. 

How, then, can any boattion. be scientific that ignores any 
of the attributes of man? The only way any science of econom- 
ics can escape being denounced as utopian or visionary ‘by its 
opponents, is ‘by being put into ‘practice: Until put in operation 
Socialism will continue to be denounced as utopian. That man, 
only, is a scientific Socialist who ignores none of the charac- 
teristics of man bearing on this movement. With the under- 
standing that all of them may be affected, in a greater or less 
degree, ‘by what we deem our material interest, ‘The Bible, in 
dealing with man, uses not only the Golden Rule, but says, 
also: “Come, let us reason eee ot Tsa. i: 18. Thus appeat- 
ing to both love and reason. 

_ “Indeed, this case, before Nenemiah, is one in which the 
class struggle is very apparent, and the material asthe ae! is up- 
permost on both sides. 

To say Socialism is a science is simply to say that it is 
based upon truth. 4 | ae 

Whenever a thing is proven not oe gs true, it is shown not 
to be scientific. 

We bring this subject to the Bible, because we Christians 
hold the Bible to be based upon truth. These plain teaching of 
the Bible ought to settle the question of Socialism with you 
and me, 


craton Rh oboine hea Mic cra oS capi 
| : What Christ Said on Usury. 


«Weare not living under the Jéwish law now. Christ « came 

to bring a new condition of things,” said the Pastor. 

Suppose we find out just what he did say TegeREas er 
on niotiey. He said to the Jews: °°” 

“Search the seriptures and they are they which on of 

e.”’ John v:39. fhe 

Christ and his followers Buea: ‘their arguments upon thé 
books of: the old Bible’as infallible authority. So it is safe to 
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ay that what these books teaches, Christ believed. 

Your church, I see, is wanting to borrow money to help out 
‘on your new building. There are professed Christian men who 
are money lenders; go tell them you want a loan on the con- 
ditions Christ prescribed and see how much you will get. If 
they want to know what you mean, tell them that Christ said: 
“Lend, hoping for onthing again, and your reward shall be 
great. ” Lake vi:35. 

He didn’t say five per cent, six per cent, or any other rate, 
but he stood upon the Jewish law opposed to robbing the work- 
ers through interest. 

“But a man could not live and loan money that way,” said 
the Pastor. 

All that is admitted. But we do not need to maintain any 
such a system, in order that a few men may thrive at the ex- 
pense of the many. 

It is evident that what Christ meant was, that so long as 
‘this system lasts we ought to loan to our brother in need, as 
‘the Jewish law required, without trying to add to hig ‘burden 
‘by charging him interest. And the man who would borrow to 
‘re-loan, simply aims to rob his brother, and divide the steal 
with the man he borrowed from. 

“But what will you Socialist preachers make out of this 
scripture?” said the Pastor, taking up his Bible and reading: 

““For the kingdom of heaven is as a man traveling into a 
far country, who called his own servants and delivered unto 
them his goods. And unto one he gave five talents; to another, 
‘two; and to another, one; to every man according to his sev- 
eral ability, and straightway took his journey. Then ‘he that 
had received the five talents went and traded with the same 
and made them, other five talents, And likewise he that had re- 
ceived two, he, also, gained other two. But he that had re- 
ceived one went and digged in the earth and hid his Tord’s 
“sioney. After a long time the lord of those servants cometh and 
‘reckoneth with them. And so he that had received five talents 
came ‘and brought other five talents, saying: ‘TI ord, thou de- 
liverest unto me five tlents; behold, I have gained besides them 
‘five talents more.” His lord said unto hrm: ‘Well done, thou 
gzood and faithful servant. thou hast been faithful over a few 
‘things, I will make thee ruler over many things; enter thou 
‘into the joy of thy lord.” He, also, that had received two tal- 
ents came and said: ‘Lord, thou deliverest unto me two tal- 
ents; nehold, I. have gained other two talents besides them.’ 
His lord said unto him: ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; 
thou thast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee 
ruler over many things: enter tnou into the joy of thy lord’ 


Then he ‘which had received the one talent came and said: 
‘Tord, I knew thee that thou art:a hard man, reaping where 
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thou hast not sown and gathering where thou hast not strewed, 
and.I was afraid and went and hid thy talent in the earth; lo, 
there! thou hast that is thine.’ His lord answered and said 
untc him: ‘Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest 
that I reaped where I sewed not, and gathered where I had not 
strewed; thou oughtest, therefore, to have put my money to 
the exchangers, and then, at my coming, I should have re- 
ceived mine own with usury. Take, therefore, the talent from 
him and give it unto him which hath ten talents. For unto 
every one that ‘hath shall be given, and he shall have abun- 
dance; but from him that hath not shall be taken away even 
that which he hath. Andi cast ye the unprofitable servant into 
outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
Mett xxv:14-19. 

This is the story of a rich man who had money to loan, and 
let it out to the three men here mentioned. It was customary 
among the nations around the Jews to loan money on interest. 
And it was lawful so to do. But the Jews could not do it 
without violating their law, as we have seen. It does not nec- 
essarily follow, therefore, that Christ had in view a Jew, when 
he used the parable. This money lender, who took his journey 
into a far country, was like the same class today who journey 
at others expense. Two of the borrowers went into business 
and soon doubled their money, which could, of course, only be 
done through some one of the forms of usury or interest, which 
the Bible forbids. 

‘When the money loaner returned and settled accounts with 
the two first men he was very much pleased with their wonder- 
ful business ability and invited them to rejoice with him. It 
is altogether likely they had a big fease as it was customary 
then as now. 

“But what of the third man?” said the Pastor. 

The third man, we are told, ‘hid the money and, at the end, 
returned the principal without interest, giving as a reason that 
he knew the money loaner to be a hard man, reaping where 
he had not sown and gathering where he had not strewed. 

That is exactly what Socialists say today: the capitalist 
reaps where he has not sown; that is, he takes the wealth 
created by the worker, without giving him an equivalent. 

And where is there anything that so hardens a man as this 
sordid and heartless accumulation of wealth he did mot pro- 
duce, without regard to the suffering of the producer? 

The usurer, himself, inadvertantly admits that the man’s 
complaint was well founded, when he said: “Thou knewest 
that I was a hard man, reaping where I had not strewn,” etc. 

“But why does the Lord Jesue commend the first two and 
condemn the last?” said the Pastor, 


' I see you fall.into the usual error'of the average preacher, 
and forget that all the way through ‘this narrative the lord 
here mentioned is the money loaner and not Christ. Who else 
would .the money lender be expected to commend but the fol- 
low who had successfully: fleeced the people. Just as that the 
class does now, and condemn those who think that the usurers 
are hard men. ’ 

You hold, yourself, that thé fistobers of your church who 
have squeezed most out of the people are a success, while.con- 
demning the man ag a failure who is too ted Nae or conscien- 
tious to do.the same. ; 

So, as usual, the money was taken away fr ditt the man 
who had failed to fleece the people and given to the man.who 
had showed his ability to do so. While the man who had failed, 
as’ was then the custom, was cast into ‘a dungeon or outer dark- 
ness, Which simply alludes to the ancient methods of imprison- 


. ment for debt. 


‘The two men who had been faithful over a few things, 
were made rulers over many; or, in other words, promoted to 
better things, as het faithful servants: of the capitalist: class are 
today. . é 

The money changers, mentioned in this connection, is only 
another name for bankers. And the man who hid the one talent 
was told that, in place of hiding it, he should have banked it, 
which would have brought enough to pay the interest oe 
with the principal. 

‘Keep it in mind that Christ is telling us of an every day 
incident to illustrate a point, just as a Socialist of today might 
do without commending the act. 

“Well, in your judgment, what did he intend us to under- 
stand by’ it, if he’ did not mean to sanction aiiotdonltl * said the 
Pastor. 

It is plain, from what follows in the rest of the chapter, 
that he meant simply that, in the end of the world, he would 
be just..as strict in settling accounts with men as the usurer. 
To make him sanction all there is in every incident he related 
would be to simply make him ridicutous.: 

But, in due time, we will prove from his own statements 
that he did not mean to sanction interest. 

The only sense in which the money lender repubaanted 
Christ was in the strictness of his dealing ‘with the men he 
had lodnmed to. = ’ 

A homely story will serve re illustrate the folly of holding 
a speaker to account for all the inferences that might be drawn 
from what he says. To show how a person may be found on 
first one side, and then on the other of the same question, we 
have often told the story of the Master who sent his slave to 
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take another man a‘fine pig as a present, and the slave stopping 
at a drinking place on the way, laid down the sack containing 

he pig and went in to drink, and while in the house some one 
took out the pig and put in a pup. When he reached his des- 
tination the man refused to receive the pup and started the 
Slave back. But on his way the slave stopped again at the 
same place, and the parties took out the pup and put in the 
pig again. When he reached home and found he had the pig 
again, as a solution of the mystery he declared the thing could 
be first pig and then pup. 

Now, suppose some one was to construe us as favoring 
both slavery and drunkenness, as both appear in the story, un- 
condemned, and you.have the way in which some insist on 
misunderstanding Christ. 

Luke relates another parable of the iiiatat’s Ss, very similar 
to the one given by Matthew, only, in this case, the money 
lender went off to receive a kingdom and loaned ‘his money to . 
ten persons on interest. And when he returned, the first and 
second man had doubled their money and was commended by 
him, while a third returned only the principal and was con- 
demned. It is significant that in this case, as the one in Mat- 
thew, the usurer is accused of being bad and admitted it. Here 
the class of men called money changers in Matthew are called 
bankers by Luke. This incident may be found in Luke xix: 9-26. 

“But, you promised to show that Christ was opposed to in- 
terest,” said the Pastor. 

Well, we are told that ‘Christ rode into this city of Jerusa- 
lem, and went into the temple at the time of the great feast. 
What he did there is recorded by more than one of the apos- 
tles, but what Matthew says is enough: 

“And Jesus went into the temple of God and cast out all 
them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the 
tables of the money changers (bankers), and the seats of them 
that sold doves, And said unto them, it is written: ‘My house 
shall 'be called a house of prayer,’ but ye have made it a den of 
thieves.”’ Matt. xxi:12, 18, 

Now, here is the same money loaning and exp latetiisrs class, 
mentioned in the two parables, and in place of giving them 
sanction Christ drove them out, declaring them a set of thieves. 

“Oh, that was only because they prought their business into 
the house of God!” remarked Pastor. 

So they used to tell us in Sunday school, but we learned 
better than that before we became a Socialist. It came to us 
that if that was all the trouble, stealing would be all right so 
leng as it was not done in the house of God. For, mark you! 
these bankers were violating God’s law against interest, and 
Christ condemned the thing as stealing. The difference is, that 
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Christ drove these bankers, which he called _theieves, out of 
God’s house, and you take them in. 

The church buildings are dedicated to God, as was the tem- 
ple, why don’t you do like your ‘Master, ‘drive these thieves out 
of the church of God? That is, turn them out! of the church. 

“It seems to me that you are taking a great deal on your- 
self, to call the many good Christian men among bankers 
thieves,’’ said the Pastor. 

Don’t condemn me! I am calling them just what the Mas- 
ter calls them. If Christ came into the church today and found 
these men running things, would he not cast them out now as 
he did then? / 

These men, according to history, were doing just as our 
bankers do today. They loaned money to the people who came 
to the great feast from distant lands and exchanged for them 
the foreign coin for that of the realm for a rate of interest -that 
Christ called stealing. 

“Perhaps, they were only making their rates too high,” re- 
marked the Pastor. 

Did we not show you that the law under which they lived 
forbid any increase, or, in other words, there was no law allow- 
ing interest on the Jewish statute books? It is evident, then, 
that Christ meant that taking any interest was stealing. 

Go, follow the Master’s example, and drive these thieves 
out of your churches. And to do this, it is not necessary for the 
church to wait to establish Socialism, Wherever a church does 
this, its individual memberg will be prepared to vote the Social- 
ist ticket, by getting the beam of capitalism out of the eye of the 
church, so as to see clearly to drive it out of the state. 

When the bankers met recently in their annual convention 
in the city of San Francisco, they were not only made welcome 
by professed Christians, but different city. pastors opened the 
convention with prayer, asking the same Christ who drove 
them out as thieves to bless and prosper them in their robbery 
of the people. We have just seen how Christ treated the bank- 
ers’ annual convention in Jerusalem two thousands years ago. 
At the same time we were holding meetings among the work- 
ing class, which the bankers are fleecing, on the street corners 
of the same city, but the reverend gentlemen never came to our 
meetings once. 

Such men simply misrepresent Christ and the Bible. The 
great mass of the church members belong to the proletariat, 
and when they rightly understand the Bible will be with us. 

“What would you have us do under such circumstances?” 
eays the Pastor. ee 

Follow your Master, and denounce the bankers, and vote 
for Socialism. ior 
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“What do you think of Christ’s doctrine of non-resistance, 
where he says: ‘But I say unto you, that you resist not evil.’ 
Matt. v:39?” said the Pastor, 

_ Christ’s own life, afterwards, shows what he meant by it. 
It will be admitted that he. set the example, as we shall have oe- 
casion to show, of denouncing. the cruel practices of men in the 
most severe manner, just:as he drove them out of the temple. 
The Jews were then living under the.Roman law, and Christ 
took the same position that every good Socialist takes, and: that 
is, abide by the laws of the land until they can be changed. We 
tell the people that the capitalist majority, now in control, must 
not be resisted by physical force until we get the majority. In 
the meantime we go on, as Christ did, si the people ready 
for the coming change. 

“And if any man shall sue thee at the law and take away 
thy coat, let him take thy cloak also. And whosoever shall com- 
pel thee to go a mile, go with him twain” (two). Matt. v:40, 41. 

., This was a Roman.custom, compelling persons to act as 
government couriers; for we have shown that under Jewish 
law you could not take a man’s coat or cloak for debt, or com- 
pel him to go a mile, These customs, according to Christ, were 
evil, but he would have the disciples show a readiness to obey 
while they lasted. And he then spent his entire ministry in 
teaching a doctrine that would overthrow these evils. Do not 
Socialists obey the laws, however bad, and go on teaching the 
evil of them, with the expectation that you who oppose Social- 
ism will obey when the laws are changer as you expect us to 
do now? 

“T think I davis heard some Societe remark that Christ’ Ss 
doctrine of loving our enemies and those which spitefully use 
us, is going a little too far,’’ said the Pastor. 

But ask that same Socialist what he wants to do with the 
capitalist, who has been starving and freezing ‘him and his 
children, shooting laboring men down, cursing them, etc., and 
he will tell you that Socialism: means the brotherhood of man; 
and that he wants to’put this same enemy onan equal economic 
footing with himself. And is not that the only true way to 
show love to an enemy? The laboring man gets plenty: of that 
so-called love, that comes only from the lips, now. But that 
don’t better his condition. .. 

“Don’t you Socialists justify men in> kdl | ‘advantage of 
this condition, which you call ‘skinning your fellow-men,’ 
while it lasts? You certainly know that Christ did not, but: 
taught that it was: better to suffer wrong than to do wrong,” 
said the.Pastor. | = 

All Socialists -are not Christians. But some are. Therefore, 
they may, hold different opinions as to whether it-is better to 
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skin or be skinned ,under this capitalist system. But the eco- 

nomic conditions are such that we must do one or the other. 
Upon this all Socialists are agreed. But as most Socialists con- 
sist of the poor wealth ‘producers, very few of them are so sit- 
uated as to do anything but he skinned, in place of skinning. 
For my part, I peree with the Master, whether others do or not, 
He also said: 

“Render, therefore, unto Caesar the things that are Cae- 
sar’s,” Matt. xii: 21. 

That is, pay your tax to the Roman government, No one 
who has read the discourses of Christ can suppose he sanc- 
tioned the tyranny of the Roman government, but, like us So- 
Cialists, he meant, pay your tax and wait for better things, to 
be brought about through teaching the people. 

To have taught the people to use physical resistance 
against oppression before the majority could be made to under- 
stand their economic conditions, would have been to bring de- 
struction by force of arms, and a retarding of the movement, 
just as it would be now. . 


CHAPTER VIII. 
Christ And The Profit System. 


We have shown that rent, interest and profits all mean the 
same thing in principle, the only difference being that the 
profit taker can rob the people of so much more than rent or 
interest, so-called. You will recollect that Christ not only 
Grove the bankers out of the temple, but, along with them, 
those that sold and bought oxen and doves as well. The his- 
tory of the time show that numbers of péople from all parts 
of the land of J udea, as well as foreign countries, came every 
year to Jerusalem to the great feast. It is said by Josephus 
that some times an innumerable multitude came to the great 
feast to worship. If you will read in the Old Testament of 
the thousands of oxen, doves and sheep that was roasted on 
the altars as sacrifice, and eaten as sacred meat by the people, 
you will get some idea of the enormous business done during 
the feast each year. Then you recollect that the people from 
a distance had largely to buy the animals which they offered 
on the altars. 

We have an idea that these men that bought and sold in 
the temple had organized what we now call a meat trust, and 
was getting rich out of the profits. 

They are not accused of charging too much profit, but they 
are called thieves regardless of the amount charged. 


~~ 
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“But how can we live and sell things without a profit?” 
asked the Pastor. 

As we said before, we don’t need to maintain the profit 
system. It ig necessary, first, to know what we Mean by 
profits. The merchant who makes profit must do it by charg- 
ing something over and above all expenses ,including the price 
he pays for the goods, the shipping price, rents, clerk hire, the 
expense of himself.and family. And if he runs a factory or 
railroad the wear and tear of the machinery must be consid- 
ered. When he has come out even on all these items of ex- 
pense, he has not made any profit yet. 

‘When Deacon Rockefeller and his oil company declared a 
dividend of eighty- eight millions of dollarg in one year, they 
meant over and above all expenses. So, then, if men were gatis- 
fied with a living they could do business without a profit, pro- 
viding all were agreed. The same way about loaning, hoping 
to receive nothing, if a man has not got anything he ean’t do it. 

“But who so hath of this world’s goods, and seeth his 
brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion 
from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?” 1 John jii:17. 

After awhile we may have further use for this passage; 
but allow me to say, While passing, that before Socialism is 
established, the man who can ought to help the needy without 
robbing them first and then giving them a small pittance 
back, as we pointed out. 

When the Co-operative Commonwealth is organized, and 
the people put men jn the stores of the nations to distribute 
the goods among the workers, of course, the persons doing the 
distributing will receive their pay out of the same resources of 
the nation; which, as just stated, would be getting a living 
without.selling goods at a profit. 

So the Jewish law could have been fulfilled, if men had 
been willing to live on the best that their skill could produce, 
without laying up for themselves treasures. ‘“‘Where moth and 
rust doth corrupt, and thieves ‘break through and steal.” But 
it requires both economic conditions and teaching to bring us 
to it. : 

The driving of these dealers out of the temple was a delib- 
erzte attack on ‘tthe profit. system, notwithstanding they went 
right on with the same thing the next day. But it put Christ 
and the new religion on record, before the people of all the 
distant lands there represented, as opposed to the whole profit 
system, whether they so understood at the time or not. 

It is hardly necessary that we should dwell upon the mean- 
ness of the profit system, which aims to sell a thing, not for | 
what it ig worth, but for all that the purchaser can be com- 
pelled to pay. 
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Sometimes a thing is sold for a ‘hundred times what it 
actually cost. A price that only covers the expense of handling 
an article, and allows no profit; is really only a part of the cost 
of production. 

“If the Bible is opposed to. profits, why don’t it say so in 
sO many words?” asked the Pastor, 

Let me again refer you to what it says in the Proverbs: 

“He that by usury and unjust gain increases his substance, 
he shall gather it for him that pitieth the poor.” Prov. xxviii: 8. 

“Thou hast taken usury and increase, and greedily gained 
of thy neighbor by extortion.’’ Ezek. xxii: 12. 

I think language could hardly be plainer. 

Profit is the greatest way of gaining of our neighbors by 
extortion, known to the exploiters of mankind. 

“How do you make profit extortion? I thought that extor- 
tion was generally considered wrong by everybody, but you 
seem to be of the opinion that it may be legalized as well,” 
said the Pastor. 

Any institution, possessed of the power to compel us to 
buy at a profit of it, or go without, is an extortionist. Paul 
told the church not to keep company with an extortioner, 1 
Cor. v:ii. That is, not allow him to be a member. But many 
churches are glad of the company of Mr. Rockefeller and his 
class today—the greatest extortionist living. 

‘Before you go, allow me to call your attention to the fact 
that the natural resources of the earth is sometimes called a 
profit. 

Speaking of this fact, the Bible says: 

“Moreover, the profit of the earth is for all.” Eccl. v:9. 

That is exactly what the Socialists are contending for 
thoroughout the world. The profits or produce of the earth, 
under the present system, goes to the few rich in place of 
to all. 

When you come again, Pastor, suppose at our next setting 
we consider what the Bible says of the poor and their oppres- 
sors. All right! Good night. 


CHAPTER IX. 
The Poor And Their Oppressors, 


When we met again, after some evening, to resume our re- 
search, the Pastor said: 

“T dislike, exceedingly, the hi hatred the Socialists are 
keeping up.” 

You misunderstand us, sir. We simply recognize the etrug- 
gle the unequal division of wealth has forced upon us, and are 
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determined to put it dcwn by’ bringing about ‘an equal division 
of the products of labor among the producers. What is said 
of the poor and their oppressors in ‘the Bible is but a history 
of the class struggle. And the Bible stands with the Socialist 
party in the defense of the poor. 
Suppose we consider, first, the law of Moses on that sub- 
ject. fey fy 
In talking over the question of interest, we had occasion 
to point to the twenty-second chapter of Exodus, and the 
twenty-fifth verse, about loaning to the poor and taking their 
raiment to pledge; you remember that the law, which forbid 
interest and destroyed the mortgage system, was enacted for 
the benefit of the poor, which the rich was robbing then, as 
now. ; 
We find, on looking through the Bible, so much said on 
this subject that we will have to confine our evening’s conver- 
sation to a review of the most pointed passages, and that with- 
out quoting too extensively.) leaving you to look them up at 
your leisure.’ 


Suppose, while you have the book in hand, Pastor, you 
read from the sixth to the eighth verse of the ea 
chapter of Exodus: 

“Thou shalt not wrest the judgment of thy poor in his 
cause. Keep thee far from a false matter; and the innocent 
and righteous slay thou not, for I will not justify the wicked. 
Thou shall take no gift, for the gift blindeth the wise and per- 
verteth the word of the righteous,” | 

This was an instruction to those who had the law to en- 
force, not to decide in favor of the rich, as against the poor, 
as is generally done today. It is notoriously admitted that the 
poor stand but little show ina contest with the rich in the 
courts. 

“But wasn’t that true then, as now?” said the Pastor. 

We are not trying to Show that the Jews always kept the 
law ,but, rather, that the law looked forward in the future to 
just what we Socialists do; and the nation went to pieces be- 
cause they did not keep it. 7 

The men who favor the present system are not keeping 
“away from false matters,” but are, to the extent of their in- 
fluence, responsible for the slaying of the innocents in mine 
and factory, by overwork, insufficient food and clothes, and 
at the hand of the military; and these victims are both men, 
women and little children, 

“Gifts, which blind the eyes of the wise and pervert judg- 
ment,’ which the law here opposes, can only be prevented: by 
socialism taking away the opportunity to profit through gifts, 
by abolishing poverty. . 


THE BIBLE “AND SOCIALISM. 45 


_ The ninth verse of the chapter just referred to is caretul 
_ to forbid the oppression of the stranger, in any way, the very 
_ thing that capitalism, every where, insists on doing. While the 
tenth and eleventh verses say: 

- ‘Six years thou shalt sow thy land, ania shal] gaia, in: the 
fruits thereof, but the seventh. year thou shalt let it rest and 
lie still, that the poor of my people may eat and what they 
leave the beasts of the field shall eat. In Jike manner shalt thou 

. deal with thy vineyards, and with thy olive yards.”’ 

There, every seventh - year, the entire natural product of 
this wonderfully. fruitful country was left.to the poor. Think of 
the value of the olive oil, grapes, and fruits of the land,. and: you 
get some idea, And the owners were not allowed to take any- . 
thing. xs 

Perhaps the best. v way to understand Was is to think hak 
it would mean were the poor. of the United States to be allowed 
the entire natural crop of.the nation, all the fruit of our fine 
orchards, vineyards and nuts every seven years. And then, 
again, recollect the farmer was told during the six years: 

“When ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not 
wholly reap the corners. of thy fields, neither shalt thou pen 
the gleanings of thy harvest. 

“And thou shalt not glean thy vineyards, neon shalt al 
gather every grape of thy vineyards; thou shalt leave them for 
the poor and the etranger.’’ Lev. xix:9, 10. | 

So the poor was not to be permitted to suffer Epes a 
six years, besides getting all the crop every seventh year. Now 
all this was not socialism, but, as we said, it was to prepare 
the way. 

— “T admit it is decidedly a new view of the thing” remarked 
the Pastor. : 

Tpit is true, why not preach it to your people, and show 
them that Socialism is a part of what the Bible has been lead- 
ing up to all this time, and that we are now about to make the 
final and last step in to the Co-operative Commonwealth. Under 
this law no one had to tramp the country, hungry, and be ar- 
rested and jailed by those who preach the brotherhood of man. 
But he was free to go into any man’s vineyard, orchard, or 
| grain field, and help himself if hungry. You will understand 
that Christ and his apostles were in harmony. with the law 
when they were plucking the ears of corn on the Sabbath day: 


You recollect the Jews made no complaint about the corn, ‘but 

pretended that it was a violation of the Sabbath. ‘Mark ii: 23, 28. 
“You say that this condition, under the law, was not: com- 

plete Socialism. What is the difference? ?” asked the Pastor.. 

’ Under Socialism all industries, as we have explained, will 

be carried on by the people working together collectively, and 

each one having his proportionate share of the products as his 
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individual property. There would, then, be no one person poor- 
er than another in the community, and poverty will be no more. 
‘oat the law was intended to be temporary, and lead to better 
thir gs, is seen in the declaration that alawgiver should not de- 
part from Judea till Shiloh come, which was Christ. Gen. 
xlix:10, >: 

We pointed, before, to the tempoary nature of the law in 
one of our previous conversations. Under the jubilee law a 
poor man or his friends might redeem the land, which his pov- 
erty had compelled him to sell, at any time, and if they were 
not able, it all returned to him or his family at the year of 
jubilee. ‘The seventh or Sabbatical year cancelled all debts. 

Thus establishing the idea, as Socialists contend, that one 
- generation of people are under no obligation to pay the debts of 
another. Socialism proposes to follow the Bible, you preach 
from, and release all the land by setting up the Co-operative 
Commonwealth, and canceling forever all the billions of debt. 
in \we civilized world. Lev. xxv: 25-34, Ex. xxiii:10, 11. 

Internatlonai Socialism is making ready to sound the 
trumpet of the jubilee around the world, proclaiming liberty 
to all mankind from the bondage of capitalism. 

“This doctrine of the repudiation of all indebtedness, is an- 
other one of the obnoxious features of Socialism, which I can- 
not accept,’ said the Pastor. 

By that, you mean to say that you do not accept the teach- 
ing of the Book you preach from, as does the Socialist party 
that makes no pretensions to be a christian organization, but 
manifest its willingness to accept the trtuth, whether in or out 
of the Bible. . 

There is no doctrine more plainly taught in the Bible than 
this release from debt. 

“But we are not living under the law of Moses, now,’ said 
the Pastor. 

All the obligations of one man to another is not only bind- 
ing on ug yet, but were (put into the law because they were 
binding. What is the use for us preachers to condemn infidelity, 
which is simply a want of faith in the Bible, and then deny 
some of its most wholesome teachings ourselves? 

As things are now, debts accumulate mountain high and 
are like millstones around the neck of unborn generations, So- 
cialism would not only set these debts aside, but the possibility 
of making more. 

“But is not this a direct sanction of the wages system, as I 
said the other evening?” remarked the Pastor. 

“Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbor; neither rob him: 
the wages of him that ig hired shall not abide with thee all 

‘night until the morning.” Ley. xix:13. Quote the Pastor. 
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The man who, through law, places himself in possession of 
all capital, and defrauds his neighbor out of his product, vio- 
lates the first part of the passage. ‘The Socialists say that men 
ought to let the worker have the wages promised without keep- 
ing it back for months. Yet he does not therefore sanction the 
wages system, Nor does the law here say that the man who 
does the hiring produces the wages, but, only that ae should 
not keep them back, as is done now. 

All loans were to ‘be released every seven years. This law 
did not extend to outside nations, but, only, to the stranger 
that dwelt among the Jews. So the benefits of Socialism could 
only extend to those who adopted it, but when adopted by the 
principal nations, it would soon become world-wide. 

But, regardless of this law of release, they were required 
to loan the poor, ungrudgingly, all he needed, except at times 
when there was no poor in the Jand. 

“Where do you find that?” said the Pastor, opening his 
Bible to Deut. xv:1-11. ““The eleventh verse, here, corroborates 
what I said in one of our previous conversations. We are al- 
ways to have the poor with us. I will read it, said the Pastor: 
‘For the poor shall never cease out of the land.’ And Jesus said: 
‘The poor ye have always with you.’ Now, putting these two 
quotations together, your talk about Socialism abolishing pov- 
erty falls to the ground,” so far as the Bible is concerned. 

- The land referred to was the country of the Jews to whom 
the law was given. Knowing their disposition to violate the 
command: “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,’ God 
said: ““The poor shall never cease out of the land.” Had they 
kept the commandments the poor would have ceased. 

‘All we claimed for the law js, that its ultimate end was 
Socialism. Christ said to Judas, when he complained that the 
valuable ointment the woman poured on his head might have 
been sold and the proceeds given to the poor: “The poor ye 
have always with you.’ Not the poor ye shall have always with 
ycu. Did not the disciples have the poor always with them? 
‘Now take the golden rule, do unto all men as you would they 
should do unto you, and see how Deveney could continue with 
that enforced! 

In your desire to have the poor always with you you Miscon- 
strue Christ’s language into a declaration that poverty should 
always prevail, in place of a statement of conditions prevailing 
at the time and which will cons TeIte, Ame till conditions are 
changed. 

- When I see the rich class so anxious to always have the 
pocr with them, I suspect that, like Judas, they care not for the 
peor, but, as Christ said of him: they are thieves. Oh, I know 
that sounds a little harsh, but why not take in all of what 
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Christ said in that conhectidn, whilé we dre at it? See Matt 
XXVI:6—13.:. John VII:1—8., 

The incident,, related by. Nathan ‘his dedatats of the rich 
man with ‘exceedingly many flocks and: herds,” taking the 
poor man’s single ewe lamb, and the, consequent indignation 
of David, showed a. state of. things contrary, to the law then, 
Which we have legalized now. “You know. that the man with 
exceeding many flocks and herds; houses: and, lands, takes 
what little the poor has left now; but,-do.you condemn. it as 
this man did? No; you stand with the: jaca who: takes the 
poor man’s lamb. 2 Sam, xii:1-6, yg) shoe 

This condition went on till;. anaive oa TOWROTar of ‘be 
coor reaped what they. ‘had sown, as, we. find recorded in the 
byanie teh chapter of 2 Kings, ... 

When Nebuchadnezzar destroyed, Jeujaniem: andl ‘eagried 
away and burned up what they had. stolen from the. poor,, it 
ig a sample of just what we will Some day have here, unless 
we get. Socialism. This was only, as usual, a war.among ex= 
ploiters in waieh: the DORR We ae each. other for. ests ia 
pressors, 

So wipuahnaaigemies we are inla: “ett of the. poor of the 
land to be vinedressers and husbandmen.” That was to create 
-wealth for their new, masters, just as the capitalists do in con- 
quered countries. today. These things are recorded in the 
Bible, but the ministry fail to present, them to the people in 
their ‘true; light. . 

» “But does not: cenopiehy: Say that Nebuchadnezzar ‘left of 
the: poor, which had: nothing in the land of Judea,,and gave 
them vineyards and fields,’ at, the same time?” said the Pastor. 

-'That but brings out: the. Socialists’ contention about the 
poor being robbed: by, the Tich,. as these, people had nothing to 

show for their .work. , From these vineyards and fields the 
people had to work out the annual tribute, to be paid to the 
King. of Babylon, as they continued to do in the days. of Ne-~ 
hemiah, under the Pe sian administration. , 

‘The references to this struggle, between the rich. and the 
poor, is-so abundant in the book of J ob that. we will, in most 
cases, only refer you to it, Pastor, and let you read it in your 
own Study... ' 

di One, of Job’s friends, as though reflecting on : him, declared: 
“The triumphing of the. wicked is short, * and goes on to say, 
“His children, shall seek to please the poor, and his hands shall 
_restore their goods. * Job xx:1- 10. 

So we say:, Restore the capital of the country, which ‘is 
a ee of the goods taken from the poor producer, and only 
oe ownership will do that. 

“You will remember that Job lived in Arabia, before the 
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law of Moses was given. But -here is a passage so strikingly 
in harmony with the Socialist idea of the class struggle that 
I cannot refrain from reading it as a: whole: 

“Why, seeing. times are not. hidden from the Almighty, 
do they that know him not see his days? Some remove the 
land marks, they | violently take away” the flocks and ‘feed 
tuereof. .They, drive aWary the. asses ‘of the fatherless, they 
take the widow’s Ox for a ‘pledge. _ “They turn the needy out 
of the way, the poor | of. the earth hide themselves together. 
Behold as the wild ass in ‘the desert go they forth to their 
work, rising betimes for a prey, the wilderness yieldeth food 
for them and for their children, They reap every one his 
corn in the field, they. gather the vintage of the wicked. They 
- @ause the naked to lodge without clothing, that they have no 
‘covering in the. cold. ‘They are wet with showers of the moun- 
tains and embrace the rock for want of a shelter, They pluck 
the fatherless from the breast and take a pledge of the poor. 
They cause him to go naked without clothing, and take away 
the sheaf from the hungry;. which make oil within their walls 
and tread their wine press and suffer thirst.. Men groan out 
of the city, and the soul ef the wounded crieth out. Yet God 
layeth not folly to them. They are of those that rebel against 
the light, they know. not the ways thereof, nor abide in the 
paths thereof. The murderer rising with the light killeth the 
poor and the needy, and in the alent is a8 a thief.” Job 
xxiv: 1-14. 

None of these ‘things, we are. told, is hid from the Al- 
mighty. We see, here, the effect ef trying to divide the earth 
among individuals, which led to the removing of land marks. 
The flocks and herds of the poor was taken from.them. The 
‘widows and the poor had: to give pledges, or mortgages, on 
their little all. Others were driven to live out on the com- 
mons, like the wild ass, and they and their children had to live 
o1 the wild fruits of the wilderness, exposed to the showers, 
and make their homes in the shadow of the rocks. While they 
reaped the fields and gathered the vintage of the wealthy they, 
‘themselves, were naked for clothing. And while they made oil 
for others, they often. had, the sheaf of raw again, which their 
pinching hunger made them glad to eat, taken from them. The 
groans of the poor workers, being murdered in. the cities, had 
become terrible, then, as. now, 

There is tot a thing in this Haseulption of the poor and 
their oppressors that is not paralleled in the conditions of ‘to- 
day. That sort of thing destroyed the nations of the ‘past, and 
‘would do the same thing for the modern nations, | were At not - 
‘for the oncoming of Socialism, which is God's plan. of putting 
‘an end to this struggle of. the ages. Compare this scripture 
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with what you see recorded in your daily papers about the des- 
peration of the poor, in mine, field and.factory, and the babes, 
taken from their mother’s breast, working therein. 

Elihu, one of Job’s friends, in his discourse, speaking of 
God, says: 

“He delivereth the poor in his amictton’ and openeth their 
ears in oppression.” Job xxxvi:15. i 

God delivered the negro from his oppression by using other 
men as instruments. 

Now, here is an opportunity to let yourself be used in the 
work of delivering the poor from their oppressions, and they 
are about you on every hand, even attending your services. 

“Your scheme of Socialism is oe and impracticable,” 
said the Pastor. 

Then, so is the Bible we preach from, when it says: 

“The needy shall not always be forgotten; the expectation 
of the poor shall not perish forever.” Psalms ix:18. 

Will you go before the people and tell them that passage is 
impracticable? And here is some more of the same thing you 
call impracticable prophecy: 

“Hor the oppression of the poor, for (the sighing of the 
needy, now will I arise, saith the Lord; I will set him in safety 
from him that puffeth at him.” Psalms xii:5. 

And here we find men, claiming to represent this God, who 
say that he can’t do what he has promised. 

We Socialists say it can be done, and we are the instru- 
ments he will use to do it with. Say, Pastor, let me give you a 
text for next Sunday. It is this: 

“Lord, who is like unto thee, which delivereth the poor 
from him that is too strong for him; yea, the poor and the 
needy, from him that spoileth him.” Psalms xxxv:10. 

The poor is now being spoiled by the strong and crying for 
deliverance. If you do not like that text, may be this would 
suit yuo better: 

“The wicked have drawn out the sword, and have bent the 
bow, to cast down the poor and the needy, and to slay such as 
be of upright conversation.” Psalme xxxvii:14. 

War always bears hardest on the “poor and needy,” who 
have the fighting to do, for the benefit of the rich, but preachers 
laud war today as a blessing. 

“But did not the Jews earry on war, and that at the com- 
mend of God?” asked the Pastor. 

Yes, war has been the means by which all the great robber 
empires of the past have ben overthrown; and the Jews, them- 
seives, were told at the time that they would go the same way, 
u: “ess they did the right thing, and they did. The Socialists are 
orposed to war, but they recognize that it is an outgrowth of 
economic conditions and can never be removed until we change 
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capitalism for Socialism, or private ownership of capital for 
co-operative ownership. I think this was written for the en- 
cauragement of the class-conscious Socialists. 

“Blessed is he.that considereth the poor.” Psalms xlii:1. 

And then, if possible, we like this one better: 

“He shall judge the poor of the people, he shall save the 
children of the needy ,and shall break in pieces the oppressor.” 
Psalms Ixxti: 4, 

Go preach the first part of that text to the needy children 
of the poor in the factories, and apply the latter part to their 
oppressors or get out of the pulpit and make way for some one 
who will do it. And, in the meantime, the twelfth verse might 
help you out as a context: 

“For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth, the poor, 
also, and him that hath no helper.” 

Don’t you hear the ery of the needy for help? 

This is what the Socialist party, throughout the world, has 
been organized for, to “Defend the pooy and fatherless; do 
justice to the afflicted and needy; rid them iste of the hand of 
the wicked.” Psalms xxxii:3,-4. 

Do you believe this, Pastor! 

“I know that the Lord will maintain iige cause of the af- 
flicted and the rights of the poor?” 

“Certainly, I do! Why do you ask?” 

Go and do likewise, then. Although Solomon’s adminis- 
tration was very oppressive, as we shall see when we come 
to consider the rich men of the Bible; among many things, 
he said some that harmonizes with the Socialists’ views. For 
instance, when he said: 

“The destruction of the poor is their poverty.” Prov. x:15. 

Poverty, which we want to abolish, has destroyed whole 
nations. Again: 

“Much food is in the tillage of the poor.” Prov. xiii: 29. 

That is, simply, a recognition of the principle that wealth 
is only created by the labor of the poor. 

Here is the same thing that Socialists complain of: 

“The poor is hated: even of his own neighbors, but the 
rich hath many friends.” Prov. xiv:20. 

The same indictment we bring, that the life of the poor 
worker is considered of-less worth than the product he pro- 
duces. He is robbed by hig rich neighbor, through interests 
and profits, and then despised because he is not rich, while 
everybody is the friend of the man who got rich at his ex- 
pense. 

“He that hath mercy on the poor, happy is he.” Prov, 

xiv:21, 
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There cari be no greater mercy: on the poor than to give 
him what he produces. “ 


“He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his Maker, but 
he that honoreth him hath mercy on the poor.” Prov. xiv:31. 

And yet, under capitalism, we have the greatest oppressors 
of the poor in the churches, pretending to honor their Maker. 
Of the same: import is the following: . 

“Who 80 mocketh the poor reproacheth his Maker.” Prov. 
MVTPHls) 

Here is your classes, again: 

“The poor useth entreaties, but une rich amswereth rough- 
ly.” Prov. xviii: 23° 

Showing the aseviniey of the poor and the arrogance of the 
rich. ‘which will continue’ until conditions are changed. That 
the unequal division of wealth separate the people, read this: 
- “Wealth maketh many friends, but the poor is separated 
from his neighbor.” Prov. xix: 4. That is, inequality of Yes 
divide men into classes, 

This is 'a good one for the Seba tea wvbiowe ears are rab guae es 
with dollars, in the shape of a salary: 


“Who so stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, he, also, 
shall cry himself, but shall not be heard.” Prov. xxi:13. j 

“The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower | is serv- 
ant of the lender.” Prov. xxii:7. 

Here, jn these few words, we see the whole Socialist con-_— 
tention of the class rule of the rich over the poor, and how the 
rich loan back to them what they took from them, through 
keeping the larger portion of what they produced and thus, 


through billions of dollars of indebtedness, keep them for- 
ever their servants. 


The Bible calls this condition the Lai thing we do, when 
it says, following after what we just read: “ 

“Rob not the poor, because he is poor.” Prov. xxii:22. 

-{ think that the intel! ligent poor can fully appreciate the 
significance of this passage, ‘as they have had enough of it: 

“As a roaring lion and raging bear, so is a wicked ruler 
over the poor people.” “Prov, xxviii: 15. 

As a fair sample of what the rich have een to the poor, 
in all ages, hear this: — 

“The rich man is wise in his own conceit, but the poor 
that hath understanding searcheth' him out.” Prov. xxviii:11. 

This was never truer than today. The rich man, who has 

robbed thé poor producer of a fortune, is wise in his own con- 
ceit and looks with contempt upon the poor Socialist agitator, 
but, understanding the economic situation enables. him to 
search out the true solution of the trouble. . 
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“Open thy mouth, judge righteously and plead the cause of 
the poor and needy.” Prov. xxxi:9. 

When the poor and: needy, for which we stand, can get 
their cause rightly judged by the majority of the voters they 
will win, because justice is on their side. What you need, 
Pastor, is to get your mouth open in behalf of the needy. 

“Well, there always has been poor people in the world,” 
he answered. 

True! But things are not going according to the Bible, as 
you see, from what we have read. The Creator fit the world 
up with an abundance of everything necessary for comfort- 
able, human existence, and if the intention was that anybody 
should ‘be poor, why array himself on the side of the poor as 
against the rich? Socialism is a movement of the poor 
against their rich oppressors. 

‘Well, I am much interested in the subject of the poor and 
their oppressors,” said the Pastor, as he rose to take leave, as 
the hour was getting late; “and when I come tomorrow even- 
ing I would like to have the same subject continued.” 


CHAPTER X. 
The Poor And Their Oppressors. 


(Continued.) 


You will remember, in our last conversation on the sub- 
ject of “The Poor and Their Oppressors,’’ we ended with the 
Book of Proverbs, we remarked, as we were seated around the 
table on the ext: evening, with Bibles in hand. 

“Yes, I recollect that! What next?’ said the Pastor. 

Suppose we begin with Isaiah 1:10-17: 

“Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear 
unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah! To what 
purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the 
Lord. I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and fat of fed 
beasts, and I delight not in the blodd of bullocks, of lambs or 
he goats. When ye come to appear before me, who hath re- 
quired this at your hand to tread my courts? Bring no more 
vain oblations, insence is an abomination unto me; the new 
‘moons and Sabbaths the calling of assemblies, I cannot away 
with it, is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. Your new moons 
‘and your appointed feasts my soul hateth, they are a trouble 
unto me, I am weary to bear them. And when you spread 
‘forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you; yea, when 
you make many prayers I will not hear; your hands are full 
of blcod. Wash you, make you clean, put away the evil of 
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your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil, learn to 
do well; seek judgment (justice), relieve the oppressed, judge 
the fatherless, plead for the widow.” 

Every Jew knew when the prophet referred to Sodom and 
Gomorran, in his discourse, that they were overthrown for 
their wickedness, among which was the oppression of the 
poor. And are we to gain nothing from past history? 

The Jew, like some professed Christians, thought to go 

on with his oppression of the poor; and satisfy God with his 
sacrifices, offerings, keeping the Sabbath, solemn assemblies, 
and prayer meetings. But God declared he would not hear 
them, and gave as his reason. for the refusal that they op- 
pressed the poor, the widow and thes fatherless. And the ref- 
erence here to judgment shows that the courts was one of the 
principal means of oppression, 
We, in our churches, profess to worship the same God that 
spake all these words, and, at the same time, have in our 
solemn assemblies and prayer meetings men whose hands are 
as full of blood as those of the Jews. 

The blood of the men shot down by detectives, and the 
militia, in strikes for more bread; together with those who 
die of hunger, cold and neglect in mine, sweat shop and factory 
is on the hands of many professed Christians, 

Indeed, all who do not vote opposite to capitalism are 
guilty of shedding innocent blood, 

Our courts, like those of the Jews, are in the hands of the 
oppressors. es, 

“What can we do?” said the Pastor. 

“Cease to do evil, and learn to do well,” is what the Lord 
said. That is just what the Socialists believe in, and the only 
way to do that is to vote the Socialist party into power, and, 
by acts of legislation, take the entire plant we call.capital, out 
of the hands of these oppressors and place it in the hands of 
the whole people to own and operate collectively. 

So long as the churches stand for capitalism, which op- 
presses the poor, their prayer meeting and solemn assemblies 
are aS much of a mockery as was those of the Jews. 

These scriptures are simply to warn us; we, by act of 
legislation, uphold the conditions and we can undo them. God 
will have us do for ourselves what we can. Nor will he force 
us to do right. but if we do not heed, like the Jews and other 
nations of the past, we must suffer the consequence. 

That the Lord stands on the side of justice, for the op- 
pressed read this: 

“The Lord standeth up to plead and standeth to judge the 
people.”’ 

Who was to blame for this oppression? Hear the prophet: 
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“The Lord will enter into judgment with the ancients of 
his people, and the princes thereof.” 

What had the rulers of the people done to incur the dis- 
pleasure of God? Listen to him again: | 

“For ye have eaten up the vineyards.” 

And what elise? 

“The spoils of the poor js in your houses.” Isa. iii:13, 14. 

We read how the Lord entered into judgment with the 
Jews through the destruction under Nebuchadnezzar, and you 
know what come upon this country, because of the slavery op- 
pression, during the late rebellion. 

God has so fixed the economic laws that capitalism will 
bring its own punishment, and it will bare hard upon the inno- 
cent, a8 well as the guilty, unless prevented in time by Social- 
ism. 

The spoils of the poor, then, as now, consisted of the 
wealth produced by them and taken iby the rich. True, the 
poor are allowed wages out of what they produce, but that 
can never equal the value of the product without. destroying 
the wages system. * 

Pastor, the churches are now in the same state, many of 
them, as the Jews were, and, like Isaiah, you want to sound 
the alarm. I speak now of the church as a body; individual 
Caoristians are getting their eyes open to what the Bible 
teaches, ; 

Of course, most of the non-Christian world are yet in the 
same position on the question of justice to the working classes, 
as the churches are. 

“What mean ye that ye beat my people to pieces, and grind 
the faces of the poor? saith the Lord.” Isa. iii: 15. 

Here God calls the poor his people. And these extreme 
accusations brought against the rich, such as breaking to 
pieces and grinding the face of the poor, only show the severity 

f the oppression. 1% 

‘As to how the daughters of the rich spent the spoil of 
the poor, let us read the following fashion plate of the daugh- 
ters of Zion: 

“Moreover, the Lord saith, because the daughters of Zion 
are haughty, and walk with stretched forth necks and wanton 
eyes, walking and mincing as they go, and making a tingling 
with their feet; therefore, the Lord will smite with a scab the 
crown of the head of the daughters of Zion and the Lord will 
discover their secret parts, In that day the Lord will take away 
the bravery of their tinkling ornaments about their feet, and 
their cauls, and their round tires like the moon, the chains, 
and the bracelets, and the mufflers, the bonnets, and the orna- 
ments of the legs, and the head bands, and the tablets, and the 
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earrings, the ring and nose jewels, the changeable suits of ap- 
parel, and the mantles, and wimples, and the crisping pins, the 
glasses, and the fine Tinen, and the hoods, and the veils.” Isa. 
iii: 16-23. 

All that display of fashion was made by the ‘haughty 
daughters of the rich parasites in the streets of Jerusalem, and 
in the temple, and at the levees given by the Jewish kings and 
nobles, at the expense of the poor producers, whom they were 
spoiling, braking to pices, and robbing. 


And now the prophiet is sent of God to warn the nation 
that, unless it is stopped, the nation will be destroyed. 'Com- 
pare this with what you see around you today, on the street, 

and at the watering places, in the churches of the wealthy; how 
the haughty daughters of the men who have spoiled the poor, 
dressed in the finest apparel, wear diamonds, gold and jewels, 
live in the best hotels and mansions and ride in palace cars, 
etc., and you have an exact picture of what the prophet com- 
plained of. The Socialists are the prophets to warn the nations 
of today of this great wrong, and point the way out. This is 
the class who now feed the produce the poor to pet dogs while 
babies starve. 

Isaiah’s remedy and ours are alike, he said: “Cease to do 
evil and learn to do well,’’ and that includes all the Socialists 
are contending for, in a nutshell. It would seem that the 
prophet had us in view, as well as the people of ancient times, 
when he uttered the following: 

“Woe to them that decree unrighteous decrees, and that 
write grievousness which they prescribe.” 

All that points to the bad laws made and enforced by cap- 
ftalists.. What was the intent of these bad decrees? 

“Fo turn aside the needy from judgment (justice) and to 
take away the right from the poor of my people that widows 

may be their oak and that they may rob the fatherless.” Isai. 
erg; 

Just what is being done today. The poor producer is de- 
feated in the courts, and the fatherless robbed of everything, 
under mortgages and in various ways, while the ery of the 
widow may be heard on all sides. 

Speaking of the chor or miser, in his ii the prophet 
said: 

“He deviseth wicked devices to destroy the poor with lying 
words.”’ Isai, xxxii:7. 


The poor are still being aeetiesda e the lying Laid of 
those who are their political party leaders, who betray them in 
the interest of capitalism. God said to the prophet: 

“Cry. aloud, spare not, lift wp thy voice like a asthe wid 
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shew my people their transgressions, and the house of Jacob 
their sins.” Isai, lviii: 1 

Follow this example and cry aloud. against the i: eaten 
of today. 

This is telling the agitator to be fearless in going on with 
the work of education. But, as you read on, you find that the 
Jews, like us, seemed to take daily interest in finding out the 
laws and ordinances of God. having their solemn fasts, afflict- 
ing their souls, and, in pious pretense bowing their heads down 
like “‘bullrushes.”’ See ‘Isai, Ivii:2, 5. 

_ All this pretense is carried on today by the people, both in 
and out of the churches, who make pretentions to justice or 
piety, but all this will not satisfy the Lord, who says: 

“Ts not this the fast that I have chosen, to loose the bands 
of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the op- 
pressed go free, and that ye break every yoke?” Isai. lviii:6. 

Come, Pastor, let us do as these people was told to do, take 
off the heavy burden, which the capitalist system has ‘bound on 
the toilers, who are producing all the wealth of the world, and 
giving it to others, while them and theirs go without. Let the 
oppressed in mine, factory and sweatshop go free, and brake 
every yoke of the oppressor! 

“But, how is the question to be settled?” said the Pastor. 

By voting the Socialist party ticket, as I told you, and ttak- 
ing all capital, which is now used as an instrument of oppres- 
sion, out of the hands of the oppressor, and administering it in 
the interest of the whole people. 3 

“But is your plan like the one here suggested?” asked the 
Pastor. 

As it was not possible under the law given to rep Jews, to 
center all capital in the hands of the few, without violating the 
law, it was necessary, only, for them to stop violating it, But 
when he said: 
~~ “Tg it not to deal thy bread to the hungry and that thou 
bring the poor that are cast out to try home, when thou seest 
the naked that thou cover him, and that thou hide not thyself 


from thine own flesh,’’ Isai. lviii:7, he says just what we say, 
Socialism proposes that their shall be no more hunger, and 
will build homes for all, take away the curse of poverty, clothe 
all with the best garments science can produce, and regard our 
brothers as our own flesh. We are here plainly told what to do, 
how to do it is left with us. 

Here is a passage that hardly needs any comment, to apply 
it to present conditions: 
“Also, in thy skirts is-found the blood of the souls of the 
poor innocents; I have not found it by secret search, but upon 
all these.” Jer, ii: 34. 

The blood of the innocent poor ig on the skirt of all the 
capitalists, and those who support them knowingly at the bal- 
lot box, whether preacher or layman, in the church or out, and, 
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as in the days of the prophet, this blood is not spilt in secret, 
but then, as now, the guilty pleaded innocence. See Jer. ii: 35. 

When your church has done its duty, as an instrument in 
the hands of God you can then do as here directed: 

‘Sing unto the Lord, praise ye the Lord, for he hath deliv- 
ered the soul of the poor from the hands of evildoers.” Jer. 
xx:13. 

“But, you forget, he speaks here of the delivery of the 
soul,’ said the Pastor. 

It is evident that the term “soul,” in both this and the 
other passage, includes the entire man, body and all, for, other- 
wise, how could a “soul” suffer at the hands of ‘“‘evildoers,” un- 
less still in the body. In this talk, we are attempting to deal 
only with what the Bible says of man’s economic rights here, 
and not in the hereafter, which we both believe in. And many 
of these passages speak of things to come on earth, as already 
done. 

Again, the Jewish oppressors of the poor are pointed to 
past history, which reminds us of what the lessons of the 
past ought to teach us. The frequency with which the 
prophets, and even Christ, pointed to Sodom and Gomorrah, 
makes it jnteresting to know just what | was some of their sins. 
Ezekiel, speaking to Jerusalem, said: 

“Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom; pride, 
fullness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in 
her daughters, neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor 
and needy.” Ezek. xyi:49. | : 

This abundance of idleness and fullness of bread was all 
at the expense of the poor, which lead to other vices. We 
have around us the same abundance of idleness and fullness 
of bread, among the rich. at the expense of the poor. Under 
capitalism, which might better be called diabolism, we have 
today all the meanness going on in Sodom, in our American 
cities 

Speaking of a certain man in Jerusalem, God said: 

“He hath oppressed the poor and needy, hath spoiled by 
violence, hath not restored the pledge,” etc. 

What disposition was to be made of this oppressor, in the 
general overthrow? ‘Hear the prophet: 

‘He shall surely die, and his blood shall be upon him.” 
Ezek, xviii:12, 13. 

And, unless Socialism is peaceably established, the op- 
pnessor now, as in the days of the past, will be overthrown 
with great slaughter. 

Such has been the well known fate of all the great. oppres- 
sive nations of the days gone by. 

But, probably, the most pungent of all the minor prophets 
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on the question of “The Poor and Their Oppressors” ‘was 
Amos, who lived and wrote about 787 B.C. His remarks were 
directed against several surrounding nations, as well ag the 
Jews. One of his indictments against the Jews was: 

“Because they sold the righteous for silver, and the poor 
for a pair of shoes; they pant after the dust of the earth on 
the head of the poor,’ ete. Amos ii:6. 

Do you know the righteous poor are still being sold into 
slavery in the silver mines and shoe fartories? The panting 
after the dust of the earth on the poor man’s head shows the 
intense desire to take everything from the worker. It was 
said of the rich then, as the Socialists say today: 

“For they know not to do right, saith the Lord, who store 
up violence and robbery in their palaces.” Amos iii:10. The 
same is still in the palaces. 
| So, when we say the rich are robbers, we agree with the 
prophet. How is this, Pastor? 

“Forasmuch, therefore, as your treading is upon the 
poor, and ye take from him burdens of wheat; ye have built 
houses of hewn stons, but ye shall not dwell in them; ye have 
planted vineyards, but shall not drink wine of them. For I 
know your manifold transgressions and your mighty sins; 
they afflict the just, they take a bribe, and they turn aside the 
poor in the gate from their right.” Amos v:11, 12. 

Who treads upon the poor, now, with their burdens? Who 
lives in the houses of hewn stone, today? Certainly not the 
worker, who built them. ‘While bribe-taking is too common to 
excite much attention, today. Why don’t you follow the ex- 
ample of the prophet and preach against it? 

For all this oppression of the poor the Jews were threat- 
ened with destruction and the nations surrounding them, that 
had been destroyed for the same reason, was pointed to as a 
warning. Turning aside the poor from their rights, in the 
getes referred to the court held at those places. 

The parasite of that day was just like ours, spending their 
time in idleness . It is said of them: 

“That (they) lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch them- 
selves upon their couches, and eat the lambs out of the flocks, 
and the calfs out of the midst of the stall: that chant to 
the sound of the viol, and invent to themselves instruments of 
music like David; that drink wine in bowls, and annoint them- 
selves with the chief ointments; but they are not grieved for 
the afflictions of Joseph. Therefore, shall they go coptive with 
the first that go captive, and the banquet of them that stretched 
themselves shall be removed.” Amos vi:4-7. 

These oppressors lived on the fat of the land, jin fine 
houses, at the expense of the poor, and the same thing sur- 
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round you on every. side today, but you are silent about re- 
moving the cause of all, this. , 
They had false teachers then, as now. Such was Amaziah, 


the priest of Bethel, who brought epee King Jeroboam 
charges, saying: 


“Amos hath eonspired against tt in the midst of the 
house of Israel, the land is not able to bear ‘all his words.” 
Amos vii:10. ie 

For pointing out these same evils, of which (Amos com- 
plained, Socialists have often been charged with opposing good 
government, The substance of the complaint made by this 
truckling servant of the rich was as follows: “Amos saith 
Jeroboam (the king) shall die by the sword, and Israel shall 
surely be led away captive out of their own land.” Amos 
vii:11. : 

' Death by the sword, and leading away captive, has filled 
the pages of the ‘world’s history and will continue until So- 
cialism ushers in the brotherhood of man. | ese 

The excuse that the Jand was not able to bear the word of 
the prophet against these rich robbers of the poor is on a par 
with some of the complaints of the same class ‘today, when | 
they are confronted with their deeds. 

Amaziah, the priest, placed himself on a level. with some 
of the priests of our day, when. the said to the prophet Amos: 

“Go, flee thee away into the land of Judea and there eat 
bread and phophesy, but prophesy not any more at Bethel, for 


it lis the king’s chapel and it is the king’s cour ” Amod 
vii:10-13. pie 

So we are told to take our ecules hae to anes bobiattirlnes 
where Socialism is needed. * 


Then, you know, these ste es disturb the peace of 
the courts of the kings, the nobles and the rich. 

The chapels of the exploiters are not open to the kind 
of talk the prophet ‘and the Socialists give. 

We find the prophet did not sini the command to stop; 
any more than we do. 

Remember, Amos, the prophet, was a poor’ ~ sheep herder 
and gathered syeamore fruit for a Jiving, . 


If the whole of what the prophets safq on this matter of 
the class struggle between the rich and the poor snouts ue 
eonsidered, a volume might be written, 

But we have pointed out enough ‘to show that the old 
Testament is, everywhere, on ‘bet scthah he _ the a and op- 
pressed. 

“You have not told us what the New ‘Testament Saye about 
the poor,” the Pastor remarked. , 
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At our next sitting I will try to show that Christ’s gospel 
was a message to the poor. 

In our conversations about “The Poor and ‘Their Oppres- 
sors’ among the ancient Jews, we have said nothing of other 
evils, such as drunkenness and prostitution, all of which are 
traceable to economic conditions, because time will not per- 
mit. 

We think we have shown that Marx was right as to the 
existence of a class struggle, so far as it applies to the Bible, 
and that the Bible places God always on the side of the poor, 
and shows that all men are brothers, and offers justice as the 
orly remedy for the struggle. 

‘What about love,’ said the Pastor. 

Love and justice are two attributes of man that ought not 
to be separated in our consideration of economic questions. 


CHAPTER XTi. 
Christ’s Gospel a Message To The Poor. 


Well, Pastor, at this sitting, we will try to show that the 
teachings of Christ is in harmony with that of the Jewish 
jaw and the prophets concerning the economic struggle going 
on between the rich and the poor. Indeed, Christ always ap- 
pealed to the Old Testament as of divine authority. We shall 
see he repeatedly said that his gospel was a message to the 
poor, 

When John the Baptist sent to him enquiring whether he 
was the one to deliver the nation, he said, among many other 
things, go tell him: 

“The poor have the gospel preached to them.” Matt. xi:5. 

And, again, after he had been away from home for some 
time, and established a great reputation as a teacher, he re- 
turned to the little town of Nazareth, where he had _ been 
brought up, and on the Sabbath went into the synagogue, as 
was his custom, and read from the book of Isaih, the fol- 
lowing: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath an- 
nointed me to preach the gospel] to the poor, he hath sent me 
tc heal the broken hearted, to preach deliverance to the cap- 
tives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them are bruised; to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” 
Luke iv:18, 19. 

This was a quotation from Isaiah, the prophet, which 
Christ declared referred to him. For he began his discourse 
ky saying: 
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“This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.” Luke 
iv:21. 

‘The method of appointment to cies among i a laws was 
by: the annointing of oil. So Christ said he was annointed by 
the Spirit of, God to preach the gospel to the poor. 

“I see nothing in that favorable to Socialism,’ remarked 
the Pastor. 

. Why did ‘he not say the rich have the gospel preached to 
them, if the gospel message was no more to one class than 
another? 

“Do not the rich have the gospel preached to them today?” 
asked the Pastor. 

No! not in reality, for if’ the things we have been point- 
ing out as the teaching of the Bible was oii to the Age 
it.would condemn them at once.- 

“Life up thy voice like a ieee ery aloud and tell Israei 
her sins and the house of Jacob their transgressions,” is what 
you are told to do; but, in most instances, the worst old sin- 
ner that ever robbed the poor can’ sit-under the so-called gos- 
pel of today and not once hear of his sins. In fact, he is uni- 
versally commended ag the best of a Christian. You would 
have to have-a microscope to find any uke in ‘What is now 
preached to the rich. 

He was not only to vi to the poor, but to heal the 
broken hearted. 

iWe have seen ‘how the hearty of the poor toilers of the 

past was broken by being robbed of their ‘products, plate hav- 
ing to suffer in poverty. 74 

- Around us, on every side, are heart-broken and discouraged 
men and women, some committing: suicide ¢ and foe dragging 
outa miserable existence. 

This, almost without an exception, ig the outgrowth of 
private ownership. of the sources son means of producing 
wealth.- attaat had 

Christ cannot heal the poten teatad » hatihea taking away 
ip ony which breaks them, 

As we have seen \Christ’s © mission, according to Dantel, 
was to break in pieces all other kingdoms and establish one 
that would stand forever. 


And John, one of his students, eres Christ came to 
destroy the works of the devil, which is the present industrial 
system. 

Christ’s method of healing broken hearts was by doing 
unto all. men.as you wish them to do by you,and none of us 

wish to be poor. 

Hence the gospel Was not a message to the rich, in the 
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same sense as to the poor, for it promised the relief of the 
poor from their oppressors. 

The rich have seized icin ttiiiore in sight, and to obey 
Christ they would have to make restitution and give up their 
method of exploiting the poor workers, which they will not do. 

The gospel is a message of relief to the poor, because it 
would restore to him hts products. , 

. “Rather is it not a rons that offers. on us heaven?” 
said to Pastor, 

Yes; but it offers to us the earth first, anid heaven after- 
wards, and it is the earth we are talking about now. 

As we told you, we accept all these things as well as your- 
self, leaving other Socialists to think as they like. But the 
average preacher is neglecting’ the earth altogether in his ap- 
plication of the gospel, and that is what we are trying to’ 
‘show in these talks. { 

Another veapiake Christ came to pia was to deliver the “_ 
tives. 

“Yes, those: held eapitivé’'t in sin!” said the Pastor. | 

Did we not in our investigation find sin to be the viola- 
tion of the law laid down governing the relation of one man 
to another? The trouble is we talk too much about sin with- 
out telling what it is. The fact is that this whole capitalist 
system jis a’sin, or violation of the arent law of ee 
brotherhood. 

It ig plain: that the violation of this law of right social 
relations between man and man is what the Bible means by 
sin. Now we Socialists want to take away this great sin of 
tee, nations by destroying the cause—capitalism. b 

‘How many of the workers of the world are held captive 
in prison for taking back by stealth a small portion of the 
product of their own labor, which the rich have exploited them 
ef under laws made by themselves? These captives Christ 
came to deliver by taking away the cause. There are occa- 
sions in which prisoners are treated as kindly as the circum- 
stances will permit; but even these are exceptions and offer 
no solution of the onary is of crime, owhich must be cured hd 
removing the cause. 

“Well, then, ha iteat he comes ‘the second time this. will be 
done,” said the Pastor. 

Why not be consistent, then, and leave all sins for Christ 
to put down when he comes. The same people said jin the 


days of chattel slavery—watt till Christ comes and it ‘will ne 
put down. |. 

« No! He told. men to go and preach this gospel to every. 
creature, thus using men as his instruments. You remind.me 
of those who contend that if Christ wants the gospel to go to 
others, he will take it himself. This gospel of Socialism must 
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be preached to the people by men, and it will not fail to ac- 
complish its purpose. The word gospeb means good news, 
which is true of Socialism as a message to the poor. 

“What about this giving sight to the blind?” asked the 
Pastor. 

That was physical sight, but some of you are just as 
badly in need of intellectual sight, and it is the mission of the 
Socialist to open your eyes to read the signs of the times. 

Another important part of his mission was to set at lib- 
erty those that are bruised. The wounds and bruises of the 
worker are all traceable either directly or indirectly to our 
present social conditions. 

“Is not this the land of liberty?” asked the Pastor. 

Land of liberty, indeed! Where a man can’t live on the 
earth without buying or renting from some one else. Cannot 
work for bread to feed his family without the consent of some’ 
one else, and even then only by giving up the larger part 
of his products to some one who does nothing. Is that what 
you call liberty? Go tell these “bruised’’ ones in mine, field 
and factory that Christ came to set them free in this life, and 
then they can get time to think more about the future. These — 
words about prisons are to be taken as literal as that about 
opening the eyes of the blind. 

Under Socialism the prison doors will all, in a short time, 
be closed forever, just as completely as the slave pen, which 
row only lingers, here and there, as monuments of our shame, 

The trouble is, we preachers have been telling the people 
that the gospel has little to do with changing man’s economic 
conditions, but he must look forward to happiness in the next 
world, when, in fact, the gospel was sis 0 eee to make man 
happy here first. 

Of course, we want to be fair in our criticisms of professed 
Ckristians by admitting that, relatively, just as large a num- 
ber of those on the outside of the churches have not yet been 
brought to the light of Socialism as those on the inside, 

It is a well-known fact that both Christ and this relatives 
were among what the Socialists call the proletariat or prop- 
ertyless class of the country. And when he was out on his 
mission, he said of himself: 

“The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; 
but the Son of Man hath not where to lay his head.” Math. 
viii: 20. 

His homeless and pennyless condition would subject him 
to arrest and imprisonment if he was here now, and that, too, 
under laws made by so-called Christian nations. The present 
expitalist system has no more use for Christ and his teachings 
than had the rich robbers of his day. The economic truths 
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underlying Christianity as taught in the Bible, which is iden- 
tical with those taught by the Socialists, cannot be destroyed. 

“But the rich have as much use for Christ as have you 
6cientific Socialists,’ remarked the Pastor. . 


Without, at this point, further discussing the stihade of 
scientific Socialists toward Christ and the Bible, let me say, 
they agree with him; as we have shown, in their plea for bet- 
tering the condition of the workers, by giving them their. en- 
tire product, the, very thing the capitalist oppose. I know 
Socialism to be a good ‘thing. and in harmony with the teach- 
ings of Christ, and I will not oppose it becauge some oppo- 
nents of Christianity favor it. The kingdom of heaven is 
promised to the poor: . 

. , Blessed. be ye poor, for yours is the kingdom of heaven. 22 
Luke vi:20. Again: 

“Blessed. is the poor in. spirit, for their is the kingdom of 
heaven,” Matt. v:3. 

“But that refers tc the spiritually poor,” said the Pastor, 

What do you mean by the “spiritually poor?” 

eThe humble, good, pure and ake sa answered the 
Pastor. 

Very well’ then Socialism will give men a chance to pe 
all that. 

We referred to Daniel, a few moments ago, and here let us 
go back to him again and quote more at length what he says. 
It is evident that he was referring to the same conditions, to 
be ultimately brought about upon earth, here set forth in the 
New Testament and contended for by the Socialists, when he 
@aid: 

“In the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up 
a kingdom. which shall never be destroyed, and the kingdom 
shall not be left to other people, but shall break in pieces and 
consume al] ‘these kingdoms ,but it shall stand forever.” Dan. 
ii: 44. 

This new penis which the God of heaven was to 
eet up, found its beginning in Christ, whose doctrine of the 
bt otherhood and equality of man has from his day been en- 
gaged in the work of breaking to pieces the great robber gov- 
ernments of men, and Socialism is only another name for one 
phase of this great onward movement. 

“But was not this kingdom wholely to be spiritual, and not 
physical, as we said?’ remarked the Pastor. 

Both, as man is composed of body and spirit, and no man 
ean rob his fellowman of his product and be spirituaiiy right. 

John the Baptist, you will remember, said: 

“The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Matt. iii:1. 
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That is, here on earth, not somewhere else; and are we 
not taught to pray: 


“Thy kingdom come, thy will be done in earth, as it is 
in heaven.” Matt. vi:10, 


Mark you, all this refers to a condition of things here, and 
not beyond. This kingdom, set up within us, must take shape 
in better economic conditions to be of any practical use. 

“I grant you this kingdom, or new condition, was ,to be 
set up in men’s hearts, which is, of course, only aiibther term 
for mind,” said the Pastor, 


That is true, and is the reason why we are trying to 
change men’s minds from capitalism to Socialism, or, what 
the Christian calls, from sin to righteousness. This passage 
tells us to pray for the same conditions ito prevail in earth as 
prevails in heaven. 


Do you think one set of, persons own everything in heaven, 
and live at the expense of the others, as we do here? In fact, 
ie not Socialism as pictured today, the nearest approach to 
what you believe prevails in ‘heaven, than anything yet advo- 
cated by man? . 
“I thought you Socialists were opposed to en Oma the 
Pastor said. 
The term “kingdom of heaven,” as We said, means a gov- 
ernment entirely unlike the ones it is breaking in pieces. In 
this case, the Golden Rule will be the law, and Christ the in- 
visible king and the Socialists accept what he taught on eco- 
nomics. It is significant that Christ was not only among what 
the Socialists call the proletariat, or extremely poor, but his 
gospel was a message to that class, and, as We shall see, his 
ehurch was founded among that class, and not among the 
rich. But the life of Christ harmonizes with the Old Testa- 
ment scriptures, as we have seen, which invariably places God 
on the side of the poor and oppressed, representing him as de- 
stroying one nation to get men out of slavery, overthrowing 
wthers because of other forms of robbing the poor,.and, finally, 
not sparing his own chosen people because they persisted in 
filling their houses with the spoils of the poor. 

Is it not significant, again, that Christ was not only born 
among the poor, but that he lived all his life among them, 
gathered his followers from them, and thus instituted his 
ehurch. 

Other great leaderg have used their power to get rich at 
the expense of their fellows; but he never did. Like others, we 
learn that the tempter offered him all the riches of the world 
to forsake this battle for the poor. See Matt. iv:1-11. But he 
Gid not accept it. The same temptation of the glory of the 
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world’s wealth is always offered by the rich to those who 
weuld fight the battles of the poor. 

You and I, at least, recognize him as the Son of God. Why 
was he not born among the rich and noble, and why are we 
told that the angels, who announced his birth, was sent to 
_ the poor shepherds, in place of the wealthy and professedly 
pious priests at Jerusalem? 

Whatever others may think of the life and character of 
Christ, these are very pertinent questions for those of us who 
believe him to be divine. 

Lastly, why was his mother not one of the haughty daugh- 
ters of the land, in place of one of the proletariat? 


CHAPTER XII. 
Charity as a Solution of Economic Difficulties. 


“You must admit that among the most charitable people 
in the world are the rich, and that helping the poor is laid 
down in the Bible as a religious duty. And yet I hear you 
Socialists always denouncing charity and harping about jus- 
tice,” remarked the Pastor, ; 
We are glad you raised that point. Any Socialist who has 
studied the Bible from the economic standpoint knows that it 
no more offers charity as a final solution than did the Socialist 
party when it sent several thousand dollars to the workers 
who had been robbed by the capitalists in the Pennsylvania 
mines . 

So, you see, we only oppose offering charity as a remedy 
for economic difficulties. Charity, at best, simply means to give 
back to the worker when in the pinch of hunger a small pit- 
tance of what he has produced and been robbed of through 
profit on his labor; on goods, or by rent, or interest. But it is 
well enough, while we are on this point, to read a few of the 
many striking passages on this subject. Seeing the capitalist 
class, who exploit the poor, are fond of standing behind the 
scriptures, as a bulwark against the workers having all they 
produce, thus doing away with charity, let us look into the mat- 
ter. One day Christ was invited to dine with one of the chief 
Pharisees and during the conversation said to his host: 

‘When thou makest a dinner or supper, call not thy friends, 
nor thy brethren, neither thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbor, 
lest they, also bid thee again and recompense thee. But when 
thou makest a least cal] the poor, the maimed, the lame, the 
lind, and thou shalt be blessed, for they cannot recompense 
thee, for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the 
just.”” Luke xiv: 12-14. 
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' As we said, occasional dinners were given to the poor, but 
Christ said the poor and unfortunates were the only ones to be 
invited. The reason is apparent. Because having been robbed of 
all, they have nothing to pay with. 

“But if the rich have been taking, as you Socialists say, 
from the poor, why should they be rewarded in the end?” said 
the Pastor. 

There may be two reasons for that; one is that we all have 
te learn, and a large number of the rich, as well as the poor 
have not yet discovered the underlying economic cause of all 
this poverty and wretchedness. Another reason is that the few 
who know can’t stop the thing by changing the system, single 
handed and alone, if they wanted to, and can only go on in- 
sisting on a change and giving back a little now and then 
through charity, or ,in other words, every man should do all he 
can to help others under the circumstances. 

But do the rich, who are always insisting that charity will 
solve the economic problems, now eonfronting us, act on 
Christ’s instructions ‘here given, and throw open their man-~ 
sions and dwellings only to the poor and miserable from the 
hovels of poverty, excluding the rich and oppulent? If not, or 
them cease to talk about christian charity. 

’ Keep it in mind that the same Christ who recommended 
charity to relieve the immediate sufferings of the poor, which 
we showed the Socialist party believed in, also said: 

“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” . 

‘Love thy neighbor as thyself would take away all necaatleg 
for charity. This relation, between us and our neighbors, can 
never exist under the private ownership of the éarth, and its 
resources, Which we have shown to be contrary to the Bible. ~ 

There js another kind of ee which Christ condemns, 
when he says: 

“Take heed that ye do not your aitis before men, to be 

seen of them, otherwise ye have no reward of your Father 
is in heaven. Therefore, when thou doest thine alms, do not 
sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the syna- 
gogues and the streets, that they aac have glory of men.” fee 
vil, 2. 
The hypocrite who gives, not because he cares for the poor, 
but, that he may blow his trumpet through the Associated 
Press, to be seen of men, is to have no reward of the heavenly 
Father, for the reason that the reward he asked for was, the 
praise of men, and he gets that here. 

“Another thing you Socialists seem to forget is, the teat 
work of charity done by the churches, the Salvation Army, and 
other religious institutions,” said the Pastor. 

We ‘would not stop you, but would: have you understand 
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the cause, which is capitalism, and vote the Socialist ticket so 
as to remove it and put in jts place co-operation. 

‘We suspect, however, that the rich from which you get your 
donations will shut down on you, when you begin to want to 
remove the cause, for it will conflict with their class interests. 
You are aware, Pastor, that most of the. help the churches and 
the Salvation Army give the poor, are collected from the rich, 
who took it from the poor, who produced all the wealth. 

Now, all this taking from the producer ‘his product is con- 
trary to the Golden Rule, and when you preach that, you wil) 
find that the rich will stop helping you, as a rule, and that, as 
Christ said:: 

“Ye cannot serve God and Mammon (wealth).”’ Matt, vi: 24, 

Or, in other words, you will discover that the class strug- 
gle, you hear the Socialists talking about, exists in the 
churches as well as in the factory. 

Master and slave, before the war, all belonged to the same 
church. They met on Sunday and piatidd together, and one 
church Member sold the other the next day. So now, in many 
cases, master and wage-slave belong to the same church, meet 
on Sunday and pray together, and the one turns the other off 
from even the pittance he allowed him to take out of his earn- 
ings as wages or sets him out of house and home for non-pay- 
ment of rent, or under mortgage, the next day. All that, not- 
withstanding the Bible says love both the brother and _ the 
stranger as ourself. 

It took the abolitionist, in and out of the church, to show 
the inconsistency of slavery and force a division, as the So- 
cialists are now doing. 

“Yes,’’ said mother, “I belonged to one of that kind of 
churches, myself, before the war.” 

“You will not deny that the ancient churches loo«ed after 
the poor?” said the Pastor. 

No. Paul tells us that when him and Barnabas went to the 
Gentiles they were to look after the poor. Gal. ii:10. 

And he gathered contributions from other churches for the 
poor saint at Jerusalem, 1 Cor. xi: 2. 

‘All that, as we have seen, was temporary, designed to last 
util the Golden Rule of Socialism is established. 

“It seems to me that you certainly differ with the Bible, 
as to the cause of poverty,” says the Pastor. 
~ ') How so? Speaking of the sluggard or lazy man. it says: 

“So shall thy poverty come as one that traveleth, and thy 
want as an armed man.” Prov. vi:11. Again: 

“The soul of the sluggard desireth nothing, but the soul of 
the diligent shall be made fat.” Prov. xiii:4. Also: 

“Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep, and an idle soul 
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shall suffer hunger.” Prov. xix:15, Here is another one: 

“The drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty, and 
drowsiness shall clothe a man with rags.” Prov. xxiii:21. 

One more text while we are reading: 

‘‘He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of ‘bread, but he 
that foloweth after vain persons shal] have poverty.’ Prov. 
XXViii:19. 

Well, Pastor, what do you gather from these texts? 

“T gather, first; that the Bible teaches that idleness is the 
cause of poverty, and we all know that drunkenness and glut- 
tony, or riotous living is one of the prime causes of the poverty 
you Socialists complain of.” 

In a country where debts could not be created for the idle 
ta live on, or interest or any increase demanded, nothing but 
laziness could prevent a man from having enough, so long as 
the laws were enforced. 

But in these so-called Christian countries we are living in 
open violation of the biblical law against debt and usury, and 
the man who does not work gets the best of everything. While 
drunkenenness is not to be justified, it brings poverty only be- 
cause of the profit charged on the sale of liquors. Socialism is 
intended to prevent the idle from living at the worker’s ex- 
pense. 

Socialism will compel the lazy man to go to work and help 
to produce or get nothing. 

But you did not comment, Pastor. upon the passage about 
the man tilling his own soil. 

That was alright in a country where the land could not be 
monopolized and held by the few, either under mortgage or by 
deed, as it is with us. Give the people the land to operate col- 
lectively and the same will be true now, they that till the land 
will have plenty. 

So, then, we find, on examination, that the Bible offers 
charity, only, as a temporary relief and gays: 

“Do unto all men as you would they should do unto you.” 
as the only solution of economie difficulties. 

To do that, the Socialists propose to propose to overthrow 
capitalism and build the Cooperative Commonwealth on its 
ruins. Every Socialist is asking for others what he wants him- 
self. 

At our next meeting, said the Pastor, as he arose to go at 
a late hour. I hope to get your views on the rieh men of the 
Bible, 
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CHAPTER XIII. 
The Rich Men of The Bible. 


“I suppose you know that the Bible gives us accounts of 
some very rich men;” was the remark of the Pastor on seating 
himself at the table when we met the next evening to resume 
our investigation. “(For instance, it is said: 

“Abraham was a very rich man in cattle, silver, and in 
gold.. Gen. xiii:2, 

Now it is not at all likely that Abraham raised: all the cat- 
tle, and dug all the silver and gold, he possessed, out of the 
mines himself. Indeed, we are told he had a number of serv- 
ants, which, doubtless, largely did the work.” 

Well, in the first place, Abraham lived before the law was 
given touching these economic questions. And, again, the bare 
statement that he had all these possessions is, in no sense, a 
justification of his method of getting them, any more than when 
a Socialist mentions the fact that a man is very rich, without 
referring to how he came in possession. 

“But God greatly blessed Abraham and called him his 
friend,” said the Pastor. 

Certainly! and, doubtless, Abraham was acting up to the 
best light he had. 

You have both the Bible, and the Socialists to enlighten 
you, and are you, like Abraham, acting up to the best light you 
have xot? 

“I suppose you would say that Job was another one of 
those rich men that lived before the law was given,” added the 
Pastor. “But, after enumerating his possessions, in the first 
chapter of the book, we are informed that the Lord gave Job 
‘Twice as much as he had before..’’”? Job xiii:10. 

There is a sense in which God gives all men, whether good 
or bad, everything, and that is by creating all.. 

The book of Job, as we have shown in our previous conver- 
sations, you will recollect, contains some of the strongest de- 
nunciations of the exploitation of the poor to be found in the 
Bible. 

These two men, Abraham and Job, lived thousands of 
years ago in the misty ages of the past, before the economic 
teachings of the Bible were fully presented. 

The Bible, just as we are compelled to, deals with man just 
as it finds him, and not as he should be, and, therefore, all the 
lights and shades of his character shows as it is, good, bad, or 
indifferent. 

It thus gives us a true life picture of man. 

The earth, and all it contains, God gave to men collectively, 
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and holds them responsible for robbing each other of their share 
of its produce. 

“Was not the kings of the Jews rich, and did not the Lord 
give Solomon riches, wisdom, and long life?’ 

“T have, also, given thee that which thou hast asked, both 
riches and honor.” 1 Kings iii:13. 

“Now, if he gave Solomon riches, why will he not give 
Rockefeller riches? For if gold and silver is an evidence of 
riches, then your richest men today are not to be compared 
with Solomon, who, it is claimed, handled fifty-five biillion dol- 
lar’s worth of gold in.the construction of the temple, and no 
modern prince ever had such palaces to live in,’’said the Pastor. 

We have shown that the Jews disobeyed God when they 
demanded a king, but, knowing that when they got into the 
land of promise and had grown corrupt, they would demand a 
king, he laid the following down as a rule by which they were 
to (be governed: 

“Neither shall he (the king) multiply wives to himself, that 
his heart turn not away; neither shall he greatly multiply to. 
him silver and gold.” Deut. xvii:17. 

Such was the law to govern the kings. 

They were to have but one wife, but, most of them, notor- 
iously violated the law, just.as the same class do all laws that 
don’t suit them now. 

They were not to heap up gold and silver, but, who did more 
of that than Solomon? Now let us eompare this law of God 
with what he said about giving Solomon riches. We are told 
that Solomon chose wisdom, and God said:: 

“TI have, also, given thee that which thou hast not asked, 
both riches and honor.’ Let us examine this. 

“Have” is in the past tense. That is, through being born 
the king of Israel he had come into “both riches and honor.’’ 

But the circumstance of birth ig no sanction of the method 
of accumulating the fortune one inherits. 

The law, just sighted, shows that God did not sanction Sol- 
omon’s vast accumulation of fortune at the expense of the 
workers, any more than the wives he took to himself. 

{ff God did not want men to lay up i ask fortunes then, he 
don’t want.them to do it now. 

Of courée, so far as the temple is concerned, it was a public 
building belonging to the whole people, but it was often used 
for private graft. Notably: the bankers could not have got into 
the temple. without:giving the priest a rake-off. ‘So Solomon 
violated the law as well as the other kings, in Oppressing the 
people. 
You will recollect reading that, when Rehoboam, Solomon’s 
son, came to the throne the people rebelled against the oppres- 
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sion of the king’s administration, and when he would force 
them into subjection, the Lord said: 

“Ye shall not go up nor fight against your brethren the 
chi dren of Israel, return every man to his house for this thing 
is of me.” 1 Kings xii: 24. 

It will be readily admitted that the Israelites were not seek- 
ing to set up Socialism, but they were revolting against oppres- 
sion, and if the Lord was with them, why not with us new? 
These Jews, like the Socialists, revolted against the king’s op- 
pression, while you stand by Rockeleffer in his oppressions. 
Not knowing their class interests they only chose themselves 
another master however. 

A rich, young man came to Christ, one day, inquiring after 
eternal life, and when told to keep the commandments, he said 
he had done that. But when. Christ said: 

Go, een, that which thou hast and give to the poor.” Matt. 
xix: 2, 

That settled it. He did not want to give back to the people 
that which he had plundered them of, whereupon Christ pro- 
ceeded to give His opinion of rich men, by saying: 

. “That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. ie . . .. It ig easier for a camel to go 
through the eye nia @ needle than for a rich man to enter into 
the kingdoms of God.. 

Then, seeing the astonishment of his cs snp he added: 

“With man this is impossible, but with God all things are 
possible.” Matt. xix:24. “Now hardly shall they that have 
riches enter into the kingdom of God.” Luke x:23. There the 
material interest of the rich igs clearly recognized as we do 
today. 

If the literal fapdle is here meant, then; a rich man would 
be compelled to do what Christ told the young man to do, to get 
tmto the kingdom, that is: give back to the poor what he has 
taken from them. 

“That is generally supposed to refer to the little eee in the 
wall of the cities through which the belated camel had to go on 
his knees after having his burden taken off,” said the Pastor. 

That would hardly better it, for in that case, our rich men, 
who are loaded with the spoils of the workers, would have to 
«unload on this side, and. go through on their knees, in orded to 
enter the kingdom. We Socialists are trying to help them un-. 
cad. Christ declared that it is possible for God to bring this 
about. That is, unload the rich of the plunder they are now 
burdened with, as a necessary step to their entering the king- 
dom, 

The. preacher of today is the Rar eean tative of Christ, and 
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when the rich, young man comes to him seeking eternal life is 
he told to go and get right with:the poor? ~ 

The Socialist who stands -up to. plead the cause of hires poor 
as against the-rich, jn that respect, stands with Christ. Of 
course, I am glad to know, that there are exceptions to the rule 
among preachers .and that these exceptions are on the increase. 

The influence of. the Bible, and its teachings, has over- 
leaped, the confines of the church, and spread out among those 
who. are not adherents of Christ. | 

You will remember reading that Christ said: 

“There was a certain rich.man, which ‘was elothed in purple 
and fine linen and fared ‘sumptuously every day; and there was 
a certain beggar, named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, 
full of sores, and desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell 
from the rich man’s table.” Luke xvi:19-21. . 

Around ug today, on every hand, we see the same thing 
here referred to. The old, the lame, and the blind, begging at 
the rich man’s door, or eking out a living from swill barrels, or 
fed on the crumbs from the table, of the men for whom their 
class have produced great fortunes. 

The descendant of the rich man still lives in his mansion, 
while the children of Lazarus are at his gate full of sores; but 
Christ gives i ‘beggar decidedly Bae on uae in the next 
world. 

“That brings out my contention: why worry about these 
things? all will be right hereafter,’ the Pastor remarked. 

_ Christ, however, thought it necessary to condemn the action 
of this rich man, and to give it as the cause of his ah gent: 
‘hereafter. 

“Tf the teachings of the Golden Rule jis carried out, as it will 
be under Socialism, no such conditions of extreme wealth on 
the one hand, and extreme poverty on oe other would be 
possible. — 

“Tf the rich man becomes a Christian, will he not be all 
right?” asked the Pastor. 

Certainly! but Christ laid down the conditions to the young 
man, and that was: 

“Go gell all that which thou hast, and give to the poor, 
and come and follow me ap thou shall have the riches of 
heaven.” 

While you tell him, God has greatly preded him, when, at 
the same time, the Bible denounces him as a spoiler of the poor. 
‘You tell him that he can hold on to his riches and get to 
heaven, while Christ says he rain rk and yet you claim to rep- 
resent Christ. 

The first step for the rich man towards heaven is, to stop 
robbing the poor, which can only be done through Socialism. 
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It is significant that, when the rich man wanted some one 
sen: from the dead to warn his brothers he was told: 

“They have Moses and the prophets, let them hear them. 
Luke xvi: 29. 7 

We have shown that Moses and the prophets taught that: 

“The land shall not be sold forever.” 

“3 That they opposed interest or increase of any kind declared 
that the rich had the spoils of the poor in their houses, and 
they said: 

“Thou: ‘shalt not covet anything that is thy idl eter ” and 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 

_ Now, it is plain, that no man who lived as this rich man 
did, while his brother Lazarus was in the condition described, 
could observe the teachings of Moses and the prophets. This 
rich man was lost because he took what the poor produced. 

IAs We said, the case of these two men is duplicated: around 
us every day among the rich and poor, but, according to most 
of the preaching now, the rich man may rob Lazarus and. die 
with his ill gotten gains, while the poor rots at his very gate, 
and be all right here and hereafter. 

“What about this other rich man Zacheus, why did Christ 
commend him?” said the Pastor. 

Because by giving half of his goods to the poor, Ais re- 
storing to everyone he had cheated out of anything, fourfold, 
he was doing the best that could be done under the system of 
private ownership, then prevailing in the Roman empire, See 
Luke xix:8. 

The truth is, while the Bible shows there. were rich men 
then, as now, their methods of robbing the poor producer, in 
order to get rich, is everywhere condemned, 

Anyone who reads the Bible carefully, will find it aurecing 
with the Socialist in fighting the battle of the poor, |. 

“Some of your Socialists might not accept that part of the 
story of the rich and poor man, which relates to the hereafter, ” 
the Pastor remarked. . 

Perhaps. not, But you and I do; and we wish to show that 
Socialism, by insisting on universal brotherhood, is only doing 
what everyone who accepts Christ must admit is necessary to 
future happiness; and, therefore, you cannot afford to oppose 
Socialism, as in opposition to Christianity, regardless of what 
any. Socialist, as an individual, may say, seeing that the basic 
priuciple of Socialism are in harmony with the Bible. 
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CHAPTER XIV. * 
Christ On The ‘Accumulation of ‘Wealth. 


You know, Pastor, at this time, the world is simply gone 
mad jn the scramble for wealth ,and the people who profess to 
be following Christ are no exception to the rule. 

It seems to me it is about time christian people made in- 
quiry as to what Christ said and did about the accumulation of 
wealth. 4 

To bea christian, is to be like Christ; therefore, what he 
has taught on this subject ought to be authority among those 
who profess to follow him. 

At the risk of being a little tedious, Gncw me to read you 
just what he did say on this subject: 

“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon. earth, where 
moth and rust doth corrupt and where thieves break through 
and steal, for where your treasure is there will your heart be 
elaoy Pet: . ..No man can serve two masters, for 
either he will ae the one and love the other; or else, hold to 
the one and despise the othr. Ye cannot serve God and Mam- 
mon (wealth. ) Therefore, I say unto you, take no thought for 
your life, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more tnan meat, 
and the body more than raiment? Behold the fowls of the air! 
for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns, 
yet your Heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much bet- 
ter than they? which one of you by taking thought can add one 
‘eubit to his stature? And why take you thought for raiment? 
Consider the lillies of the field, how they grow, they toil not, 
neither do they spin, and yet I say unto unto you that Solo- 
mon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Where- 
fore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which today is, and 
‘tomorrow is cast into the oven and burned, shall he not much 
more clothe you, O, ye! of little faith? Then take no thought, 
saying: what shall we eat, or drink, or wherewithall shall we be 
clothed? For after all these things do the Gentiles seek: for 
your ‘Heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these 
things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his right- 
eousness, and all these things shall be added unto you. Take 
‘therefore, no thought for the morrow, for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself, sufficient unto the day is the 
evil thereof.” Matt. vi:19-34. 

Now, Pastor, what do you think Christ meant by this lang- 
uage. 

“Well, I confess that there is some difficulty connected with 
this passage, yet, it seems evident to my mind, he could not 
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have meant that we should not look out for sickness and old 
age. It seems to me the main thing to be understood here is, 
' that our heart, or mind rather, are not to be placed on our 
earthly possessions, which are perishable,” he replied. 

In preaching, years ago, we found the same difficulty in 
this scripture, until we became a Socialist, and that moment all 
seemed clear. ; 

It was plain that Christ meant just what he said. That we 
should not lay up treasure ‘here on earth, and that a man can 
not go into the scramble for wealth and serve God. That we 
should not worry about food, clothes, and shelter, any more 
than the birds, the grass, or the flowers do, It is impossible 
to harmonize this with the present conditions of poverty, hun- 
ger and nakedness, however: 

“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added unto you.” 

What are the things he had just spoken of, but clothes, food 
and indeed, the best of everything; as is shown by his referring 
to the beauty of the flower, and the plenty of the birds. 

You see that word “seek” indicates that it was a condition 
to be sought, not in heaven, but upon earth at some future time. 
We would turn all the capital and resources over to the people 
to be operated collectively for the benefit of all. Then, give 
each man, as a reward for his labor his equal share of the best 
of everything science and skill combined can produce, in the 
way of houses, books, paintings statuary, clothing, food, and 
all else he needs, 

Next, we would feed, house, and educate the children, while 
getting ready to work in the departments of industry; and 
place the old on the retired list with the same income they had 
while at work. Do this, and you may cease to lay up treasures 
on earth, or worry about the morrow. 

To seek his righteousness is to do What he says to do, 

Men inherit, by birth, whatever the public owns without a 
will, . 

That the kingdom refers to a condition to come on earth, 
see the Lord’s prayer: 

“Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.” 

Certainly we have not yet got all the people to accept this 
condition on earth. You don’t suppose that a few persons in 
heaven, like a few on earth, have got possession of everything 
and the rest will have to buy or rent one of the mansions 
Christ went to prepare? John xiv:2. 

Christ said that the kingdom of heaven, he came to estab- 
lish, was at hand, and left us to convince the people of that 


78 THE BIBLE AND SOCIALISM. 


fact. Remember, earth and heaven are to do the will of God 
alike. Don’t we pray for that? 

When he taught them to say: “Thy sf ds come,” he 
had not yet completed his work of organizing it, and starting it 
to breaking to pieces all other kingdoms. 

Now, is it not a fact, that, both by precept and example, 
the rich professed christians ,as well as the non-professor, tell 
us to do just what both Christ and the Socialists say not to do: 
that is get rich at all hazard? 


It strikes me that you Socialists have very little of the 
gertleness and spirit of Christ in dealing with your opponents,’* 
said the Pastor. 


I am not so sure about that, in order to test the matter, 
allow me to read you one of the discourses of Christ, as given 
in the Twentieth Century New. Testament, which is’ all the 
same, in substance as the version in eommon use, except the 
rendering is into the English of today, in place of ‘that of three 
hundred years ago, and is therefore, easier understood. It is 


as follows, and was preached to the rich and professedly pious 
people of his day.” 


“The Rabbis and Pharisees now occupy the chair of Moses, 
therefore, practice and lay to heart everything they tell you, but 
do not follow their example, for they preach but do not practice. 
While they make up heavy loads and pile them on other peo- 
ple’s shoulders, they decline, themselves, to lift a finger to 
move them. Indeed, all their actions are done to attract atten- 
tion. They widen the text which they wear as a charm, and 
increase the size of their tassels, and like having the place of 
“Onor at dinners, and the front : seats in the synagogues, ,and be- 
ing greeted on the streets with respect, and being called Rabbi 
by everybody. But do not allow yourselves to be called “Rabbi,” 
for you have only one teacher, and you, yourselves, are all 
brothers. And do not call any one upon earth your father, for 
you have only one father, the Heavenly Father. Nor must you 
allow yourselves to be called ‘Leaders,’ for you have only one 
‘Leader, the Christ. The man who would be greatest among you 
must act as your servant. ‘All who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted. But 
alas, for you Rabbi’s and Pharisees, hypocrites that you are! 
bceause you close the kingdom of heaven in men’s faces, you do 
not go in yourselves nor yet allow those who are going in to 
do so. Alas, for you, Rabbi’s and Pharisees, hypocrites that 
you are! because you scour both land and sea to make a single 
convert, and when he is gained, you make him twice as ready 
for the Pit as you are yourselves. Alas for you, you blind 
guides! who say: ; 

‘If any one swears by the temple, his oath counts for noth- 
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ing, but if one swears by the temple gold his oath is binding on 
‘him!’ 

_ “Fools that you are, what blindness! why, which is the 
more important, the gold, or the temple which has given sac- 
redness to the gold? You gay too: 

‘If anyone swears by the altar his oath counts for nothing, 
but if any one swears by the offering places on it, his oath is 
binding on ‘him!’ 

“What blindness! why, which is the more important, the 
offering or the altar which gives sacredness to the offering? 
Therefore, a man swearing by the altar is swearing by it and by 
e-erything on it, and a man swearing by the Temple is swear- 
ing by it and by him who dwells in it, while a man swearing by 
heaven is swearing by the throne of God and him who sits upon 
it. Alas for you, (Rabbi’s and Pharisees, hypocrites that you are! 
because you pay tithes on mint, fennel, and carraway seed, and’ 
have neglected the weightier matters of the law, justice, mercy 
and good faith. These last you ought to put into practice, 
without neglecting the first. You blind guides, too strain out 
a gnat but swallow a camel! Alas for you, Rabbi’s and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites that you are! because you clean the outsice of. 
the cup and of the dish, while inside they are full of the fruits 
of grasping and self-indulgence, You blind Pharisees! First 
clean the inside of the cup and the dish, that so the outside 
may become clean as well. Alas for you, Rabbis, and Pharisees, 
hypocrites that you are! because you are like tombs that have 
been whitewashed and look beautiful outside, while inside 
they are filled with dead men’s bones and all kinds of filth. It 
is the same with you, outwardly, and to others, you have the 
look of religious men, but, inwardly, you are full of hypocrisy 
and sins. Alas for you, Rabbis and Pharisees, hypocrites that 
you are !because you build tombs for the prophets and decor- 
ate the monuments of religious men, and say: 

*Had we been living in the days of our forefathers, we 
should have taken no part in their murder of the prophets.’ 

“In this way you supply evidence against yourselves that: 
you are true children of the men who murdered the prophets. 
Fill up the measure of your forefather’s guilt, you serpents and 
offsprings of vipers! How can you escape being sent to the Pit?’ 
This is why I sent you prophets, wise men, and Rabbis: some 
of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in 
your synagogues, and pursue from town to town, that upon 
your heads may fall.every drop of innotent blood spilt on earth 
from the blood of the innocent Abel down that of Zachariah, 
Barachiah’s son, whom you murdered between the temple and 
the altar. All this, believe me, will come home to this present 
generation. Jerusalem! Jerusalem!! she who slays the proph- 
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ets and stones the messengers sent to her—O, how often have 
I wished to gather your children around me, as a hen gathers 
her chickens under her wings, and you refused to come! I tell 
you, your house will be left desolate; for nevermore shall you 
see me until you say, ‘blessed is the one who comés in the name 
of the Lord.” Matt. xxiii chapter. 

Time will not permit us to say all that might be said about 
this remarkable sermon, but, remember, he was talking to the 
strictly religious people, just such as now fills many of our 
churches. He called them hypocrites, blind guides, white- 
washed tombs, murderers, vipers, and children of the Pit. Read 
ft over carefully, and then think if you ever heard a aetallet 
speaker use any harder language. < 

These people who then Jaid heavy loads on the magées, and 
wanted the chief seats at the feast, and desired everybody to 
call them Rabbi, was just like the rich class today, and, like 
your Master, you should treat them the same. 

This sermon is a model for the minister of today when 
dealing with the same class. 

“You don’t compare those hypocritical Pharisees with the 
christian people of today?” said the Pastor. 

What is it that those Pharisees were doing that is not being 
done by some people today, both in the church and out? 

You talk about the gentleness of Christ, 

Yes, we find that he could be all the gentleness of the sum-. 
mer zephyrs wooing the flowers when he was a mind to, and, 
then, on the other hand, when dealing with hypocrisy and 
sham, he could be all the majesty of the thunder storm uproot-. 
ing the oaks. When he said their fathers murdered the proph- 
ets and they raised monuments to them, he accused them of 
just what the rich are doing today. ; : 

The slave-holding capitalists murdered Lovejoy at Alton}; 
Illinois, in 1837, but he has a monument to his memory now. 

The broadcloth mob tried to hang Garrison for preaching 
against slavery, and their sons raised a monument over him 
after he was dead. 

‘Wendle Phillips was called a villain when battling against 
the wrong, and often had to speak with friends surrounding 
him to hold back the mob, but he fs a patriot.now that he is 
dead. 

Frederick Douglass was often mobbed, was hated, and had 
to fly to Europe for his life. But when he died a nation rose up 
to do him honor. 

So one generation hung John Brown and then vied with 
each other in raising monuments to his honor a few years later. 

®o, leading Socialists was once banished from Germany, 
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but their enemys are beginning ‘2 admit they represent the 
brains of the country. |. rh ) 


. Better to help living men do the work of the hour, than to 
build tombs in honor of dead ones. 


Don’t you know that it was the rich class he preached 
against and the misguided poor, who did not understand their 
class interests, that put Christ to death, 

‘When you go home, read carefully the sermon we have 
been considering, and say no more os the bitterness of the 
Socialist, 


Christ was among what the Socialists call the Se 
and sO was his early followers. And yet he did not teach that 
poverty was a good thing, but, auitte the contrary, when he 
said: 


“Your Beacon: Father knoweth that you have need of all 
these things; seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his right- 
-eousness, and all these things will be added unto you.” 

He meant if we do right; by setting up Socialism we will 
‘get all these things. 


We gather from the allusion to the grass, the flowers, and 
the birds that there is nothing too good or fine for those to 
have who are willing to work for it. The fact is he wanted 
‘tthe willing worker to have all the good things the earth can af- 
‘ford and only opposed one man accumuiating wealth at the 
expense of another. : 

When Socialism brings about the brotherhood of man, 
which Christ taught, we will éreate an abundance of the best 
things earth can afford for all, and the scramble for laying. up 
fortunes will cease forever. 


: While we are on this point, did you ever notice the fact 
that Christ poured out all his denunciations against the rich of 
his day, and said: “The publican and the harlot enter into 
. heaven before you do?” . 


It was not because he believed in the vices going on in the 
“dives or Jerusalem, ‘but; because like the Socialists of today, 
he knew that the accumulation of wealth in the hands of the 
few was the cause, ap he aimed to eure the disease by remov- 
-ing it ; 
“Sin was the cause, you had bation any,” enact al the Pas- 
tor. ’ 
Certainly, the laying up of wealth at the expense of the 
. workers is a violation of the law, “‘Love thy neighbor as thy- 
. self,” and “Sin is the violation of law,” remember; so these 
rich sinners are. still driving the poor into vice by explotting 
- them, 
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CHAPTER XV. 


What The Prophets Said Of Economic Conditions In Other 
Nations 


Glad to see you, Pastor, after so many days of interrup- 
tion in the investigation, was our greeting as he walked into 
the study. We feared you were offended at the plainness of 
our talk, or may be you had tired of. the investigation. 

“Oh, no! on the contrary, I have been much interested with 
the very novelty of it, then, too, it is putting the teaching of 
the Bible in a new light to me, However, I am not yet, alto- 
gether, satisfied that you are entirely correct in your views, I 
would have been on hand, again, ‘sooner had not my church 
work been somewhat pressing,” said the Pastor. 

We had ‘occasion to refer to other nations than the 
Jews, during this investigation; but do you know that the de- 
nunciation of them by the prophets was almost wholly on eco- 
nomic grounds? | ) O01 

To undertake to read the numerous scriptures eae to 
other nations would take too much of our time, so you can read 
them at your leisure. 

Are we not told that the people pefore the flood were de- 
stroyed because they had grown corrupt and filled the earth 
with violence and “did only evil. continually ?” Gen. vi chapter. 

Violence, which doubtless, refers to war, and corruption 
among men ,is tracable to the private ownership of the source 
and means of producing wealth, 

Here we are told the earth was. destroyed rather than il 
mit such injustice to go on. 

Trace this violence and corruption to whatever cause you 
will, the Socialist idea of Universal sg aeaetenge will take it 
away. 

Curious, is it not, that many who claim to pelieve in the 
Bible, now make all sorts of excuses for violence and corrup- 
tion! 

“T want to remind you again, as I. did haehitics that it will be 
hard to get some of your Socialists to believe in these ancient 
accounts of the Bible,”’ gaid the Pastor. 

We are talking tc you who believe in the Bible. and in- 
sisting that you shall follow its teachings on this question of 
economics. 

If the nations surrounding the Jews had a social system 
that robbed the producer, for which they were condemned, then 
the writers of the Bible’done just what the Socialists now do. 
Nor are we, as we said before, concerned in these conversa- 
tiong with anything else the Book teaches. 
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While we are not told so, jn the eleventh chapter of Gen- 
esis, yet, it is not at all improbable that the “hse of Babel was 
being built by slave labor, 

It was out of this Land of Chaldea that Abraham came to 
the country of Canaan. 

Through him the world was to have, not only a new nation, 
but, also, a new social condition, for it is said of him: 

“In thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed. i 
Gen. xii:3. 

Socialism is intended to bring a blessing to all mankind, 
and we have in all the ages past been growing toward it as 
economic conditions ripened. . 

Socialists everywhere, recognize that teaching ehoaia go 


hand in hand with conditions. While the Bible has not made 


new methods for creating wealth, yet it has spread the Social- 
istic teachings of the descendants of Abraham through the 
world.” 

It is significant that Karl Marx, the great Socialist writer, 
whose teachings are now. quoted as infallible authority by sci- 
entific Socialists, was himself, a descendant of Abraham, the 
man through whom all nations was to be blessed. 

Therefore, the adoption of International Socialism will 
bring a blessing, through Abraham and his descendants, to all 
the families of the earth. The mission of the Socialist is te 
teach the workers to recognize what economic development is 
leading to. 

“Do you mean to gay that Marx was a Jew?” asked the 
Pastor. 

| Yes sir! that is what we mean. So he done the greatly 
needed work of reasoning out from the standpoint of the phil- 
osopher, what his ancestors, the writers of the Old and New 
Testaments, had already done from a mora] and religtous stand- 
point. — 

: “wasn’t Christ, the son of Abraham, obs whom all 
‘the families of the earth’ are to be blessed!” said the Pastor. 

Certainly! but’ you can’t carry out the economic teachings 
of Christ without adopting Socialism. 

It seems to me however, that we have wandered from the 
subject of the evening, somewhat. 

In the fourteenth chapter of Genesis, with which you are 
too familiar to need that we should take time to read it to you, 
the kings of the Canaanites were plundering the working peo- 
ple through war and Abraham’s newhew, Lot, was carried 
away, together with his goods and those of others. You will 
recollect reading that Abraham, and his men, pursued these 
robbers, re-captured the goods and the people, but refused to 
take anything for their services, evidently so as not to be in- 
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volved..in that kind of injustice. Those kings was doing just 
what the ruling class are still doing, and the Socialists think 
the spoils ought:to be taken out of the hands of the oppressors 
HOw, as the Bible here teaches. - 

When you go home if you will read carefully the Bentcenth 
chapter of Genesis, you will find there a history of the destruc- 
tion of these same people of Sodom and the surrounding plain. 

“Do: you believe the account, yourself?” asked the Pastor. 

Certainly! but what we are here concerned with is, that the 
narrative places the Bible on. the side of justice. The meanness 
of these people, among which was robbery and oppression, and 
their consequent over-throw, is held up to evil-doers throughout 
the Old and New Testaments, We, Socialists, teach that the in- 
justice and oppression of the poor producer aiWeae leads to de- 
struction, unless prevented. 

The avealth these robbers plundered the Seaiate of: could 
only be produced by labor then, as now. 

In the narrative, regarding the destruction of these: oppres- 
sors, the Lord said of Abraham: 

“TI Know him that he will command his children he his 
household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord 
‘to do justice and judgment.” Gen, xviii:19. 

The reason the Lord gave Abraham for destroying prene 
‘people was, because, as he said: 

| “Their sins is very grevious.” Gen, xvifi: £20. ' 

The difference between Abraham’s household and these 
‘people was, that one was just and the other -was not. 

One of the grevious sins of the times was the exploiting of 
the poor. ’ Aecording to agreumt ther en ‘was’ not ten. righteous 
persons in the city. ° 7 

(These things ought to be poniieai an, now, as they’ were 
then. and the justice we advocate is, the. only remedy. The 
Bible, you know, says: 

{ ‘“Cease to do evil and learn to do well.” -° ‘aly 
Profane history, as deciphered:from the monuments.and 
‘recorded by ancient Greek writers as well as the Jewish 
prophets, informs us that Egypt did her mighty work of butld- 
ing: pyramids and paldces, temples; artificial lakes and. other 
vasi internal improvements, —— Ale slavery 1 Bary  eeDithe 
Me f of fhe’ working élass.> ° . 

| Egypt was what, in this country; a called a. a om world 
- power, anda prosperous haven; uti ‘tt was all in. ee Ha casi of 
‘the few then, as’ now. 

‘Against this the prophets thundered. in et of aiabieal 
ing it as do most of thé spina today. ‘Reeds Hziekel xxix 
‘ andxxx chapters. 

“I thought you Siudiliees batticiat that the’ eantniieation of 


THE BIBLE’ AND SOCIALISM. 85’ 


wealth in the hands of the few would bring Socialism, why 
didn’t it in this case?” asked the Pastor. 

© \Centralization of wealth can only bring Socialism where 
tlie: producer is in a condition to be reached and taught to take 
advantage of the conditions. At that age the wages system ex- 
isted, yet, most of the wealth, was produced by slaves among 
the nations who were not far enough advanced to take advan- 
tage of the situation, consequently national decay and destruc- 
tion .was inevitable. Another reason was, the crude methods 
of production kept all workers employed. 

i Today, as economic conditions develop, we find a people 
that the Socialistic propaganda can prepare to set up the Co- 
operative Commonwealth, when the time is fully ripe, because 
mcdern machinery, With its rapid creation of wealth, lessens 
ths demand for. labor. Machinery workers would not bring 
Socialism without the teaching of the people; but the destruc- 
tion of the nations would follow instead. 

“When Joseph, under the direction of Paraoh, during the 
seven years of plenty . stored. up the grain and then sold it to 
the people; getting first their money, next their cattle, and, 
lastly, their land turning the same over to the king, in whose 
hand was the government, was’nt that something like what you 
Socialists want? asked the Pastor. Gen. xlvii:13-26. 

‘We learn from this that the. people of Egypt had private 
ownership of land B. C. 1700. 

- This: transaction, in- “place of being anything like Socialism, 
was very much jike What we are doing now. The people who 
produced this grain had it taken from them by those who never 
produced any of it: ‘Do we not turn everything the worker pru- 
duces over to the non-producer, outside of a bare living, and 
then the worker Bers: it poser at the sacrifice of land, Ore 
and everything else? > 
© ¢Paraoah and nese nobles governed the country just as the 
samé class do now, 

“Then you don’t Chimie: ‘the transaction was right, ” said the 
Pastor. 3 

‘Not ‘The Bible don’t say: it was right’ and the subsequent 
punishment, of Egypt for enslaving the Jews, and the law fol- 
lowing which prevented the land from passing into the hands 
of the few. condemns the whole thing. - 

Socialists, as We have shown, don’ t propose is put the land 
into the hands of dne man; but in the hands of the whole. peo- 
ple’ where the power to make.all laws by direct vote will rest: 
It was the laws of Egypt, that gave. everything to Pharoah ae 
not the laws of the Jews. 

» Ezekiel, as’ youzwill find by. reading nae I told you, sai 
of Egypt: ) 
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“Tt shall be the basest of the kingdoms, neither shall it 
exalt itself anymore above the nations.” Ezek. xxix:15. 


AS a result of economic injustice the glory of Egypt has 
long since departed, and owls, bats, and dragons, now live in 
their fallen palaces and temples, Let these teachings be pre- 
sented in the churches, with proper application to the condi- 
tions in the nations of today. 

' Daniel’s account of the Chaldean and Persian Empires may 
be studied in the light of present day conditions. We refer, 
now, to the historical part of the book.’ At the same time read, 
along with this, the accounts given by Great historians, and 
the two ‘Will show how the rulers of Babylon carried away the 
wealth created by the workérg of other nations, and forced the 
poor to build walls, palaces, temples and hanging gardens. 


Nebuchadnezzar’s gold image, mentioned by Daniel which 
the three Jews refused to bow to, was stained with the blood of 
the poor. ‘There was ‘about as much sense in bowing to that. 
image as there is now of believing in the virtue of the gold re- 
serve in the Treasury vaults at ‘Washington. We commend the 
example of these three Jews, who in the face'of the king and 
the assembled multitude, refused to bow to the power of wealth, 
to the preacher and statesmen of today, go and do likewise! 


Go! say to these oppressors of today, as did Daniel: to 
the king of Babylon: “Brake off thy sins by righteousness, and 
thine iniquities by showing mercy to the poor.” Dan. iv: 27. 

The way to show mercy to the poor is to abolish poverty. 
Isaiah said of this city: 

“Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the. peenie of the Chal- 
deans excellency, shall be as when God overthrow oe and 
Gomorrah,” etc. Isa. xiii: 19-22. 

So wonderfully eloquent and touching is. Eekielta descrip- 
tion of the great Phoenecian city of Tyre that it would be a 
pity, Pastor, to spoil it by just reading a verse now and then: 
but read it at your leisure in your own study. Read and study 
the twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth chapters and you will 
find her trading with all nations, and in every sort of thing, 
from animals to the persons of men. Her kings and princes 
lived in a style that eclipsed anything in this day, and yet the 
prophet denounced this traffic as wicked and said it would lead 
to destruction, which it did, 

Now, Pastor, if this imperfect sketch of what the 
prophets of the Bible said of the nations who exploited the 
poor, in their day, will cause you to speak to your congrega- 
tion fn the same way of the nations of today, in place of call- 
ing them Christian mations we shall be satisfied . “Te our 
evening conversation, 
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There are many other nations mentioned by Ai ere ateie 
in much the same strain. 

“Changing the subject, a little, what is this?’ said the 
Pastor, picking up from the table a manuscript. 

That is a lecture. delivered’ by the late Rev. Annie R. 
Woodbey, and it just comes to hand. Pass it to me and we 
will read you something she said about these nations, as a 
fitting clase to this talk. 


“I have heard of her, and would be glad to hear it,” 
remarked the Pastor. 


“Exekiel uttered the doom of this Mere sh hk city (Tyre) 
when he said: 

‘And they shall destroy the wall of Tyrus and break down 
mer towers. I will also scrape her dust from her and make 
her like the top of a rock. It shall be a place for the spread- 
ing of nets in the midst of the sea, for I have spoken it saith 
the Lord God ,and it shall become a spoil. to the nations.’ 

“At the time the prophet uttered these predictions Tyre was 
the greatest commercial city of the world. All nauions traded 
in her streets, the ships from every country anchored in her 
harbor, and she flourished like an evergreen. 

“Her wise men were renowned throughout all the world. 
Why should it not stand forever? . . . . ‘Has this 
prophecy been fulfilled? Mr. Volney (not a ‘palieves in the 
Bible) quotes it and applies it to tyre, and then says: 

‘The vicissitudes of time, or, rather, the ‘barbarism of the 
Greek of the lower empire and the Mohammedans have ac 
complished the prediction.’ 

' “Passing over the destruction of Tyre, by Nebuchadnezzar 
and, also, by Alexander, when her timbers and dust were 
thrown into the sea to make a bier to New Tyre, Mr. Vol- 
ney says: 

‘The whole village of Tyre. consists only of fifty or dixte 
poor families, who live obscurely on a trifling fishery.’ 

‘The ports of Tyre,’ says Dr. Shaw, ‘is choked up with sand 
ard rubbish to that degree that the boats of those fishermen 
who now and then visit this once renowned emporium and dry 
_ thety nets upon its rocks and ruins, can, with great difficulty 
only. be admitted.’ | 

“So complete has been the ruin of this city, according to 
the prophecy. Such is the testimony of those who have visited 
these ruins in our own day. 

“Where Tyres, the Queen of the Sea, once stood, fishermen 
are spreading their nets on the desolate rocks, and mighty 
Waves are rolling over her marble columns, 

“In the empty apartments of Edom the fox makes his den, 
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and the light, flying sand of the desert ‘is sifting over the 
splendid, but now forsaken, ruins of Palmyra. 

“Owls and bats live in the ancient halls of Kings, and tes 
night winds make sad music through rents of their once gor. 
geous palaces. rir 

“The Arab stalks along the streets of Jerusalem, and con- 
temptuously laughs at the weary pilgrims | 

“The Musselman’s. voice sings ‘mounifully over. the tombs 
of the prophets, while time heaps rubbish over the places 
where once ;flourished the Seven. Churches of ‘Asia,’’ 

“IT hope these words may never be said of our fair land,’ 
said the Pastor, earnestly, he he arose to go. 

It is either that or Socialism in the course of time, we 
replied. 


‘CHAPTER XVI. | 
Attitude Of The Socialists Toward the Churches. 


Tt was evident that the strong language we used in. our 
application of Bible teachings to the practice of the churches 
of our day had given the Pastor considerable coneern, so much 

so that when we next met his first question. was: 
_ “Why do you Socialists always attack the church so bit- 
terly, giving it no eredit for anything?” 

We can not speak for all who claim to be Socialists, ‘put 
as;for ourselves, we think we. give. due credit to the church 
for all the good it has done. The chureh is not true to, 8 
economics of the Bible. t 

‘Before the church was organized, ra Christ, we canes sea 
during these conversations, the only real followers of God was 
the,prophets. They taught the true principles of economics; 
and though often hopelessly in the minority, pleaded the cause 
of the. poor and oppressed and had their followers: just as the 
Socialists of today have... ‘ 

’ Nor has their work’ been: Tost, for the Socialism we are now 
about to set-up is the result of the. sina of ages of teaching 
and economic development. | 

It was through these ancient ‘adv ogsites of the cause of the 
oppressed that we have the law and the prophets, Ne 

~The only truly loyal citizens’ of. ancient Israel were those 
wie abided' by the laws of the nations, including those against 
interest, and oppression of all kinds: Although, as Christ said; 
they were persecuted, and oftem murdered, for their advocacy 
of the cause of their class, yet: seve were Ke only true istic 
of God. 

_. Aes it is today, so it was then, many’ wy Lie peuple had to be 
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taught the rights of the working class by the speaking and 
writings of the prophets. A prophet then was, in many re- 
spects, what we call an agitator now, and should you put their 
words on economics into every-day English and speak them 
from a box on the street corner, the capitalist press would de- 
nounce you as a Socialist agitator. 

. So far, then, from discrediting the ‘Bible, we give it credit 
for setting up the only commonwealth in the days of antiquity, 
that has lead up to what we Socialists are now contending for. 

“All that applies to the Old Testament, which, if I rightly 
understand you, came through a class of men and women who, 
on the relation of the rich and the poor, believe as you Social- 
ists do,’ added the Pastor. 

You understand us exactly. What we have said applies just 
as well to Christ and his teachings as to the old dispensation. 

Certainly, no one will claim that one can be a christian 
and not do what Christ said. as near as his knowledge, after 
diligent study, will allow him. 

So far from undue criticism of the church, we give the 
founder of it, credit for teaching the same doctrine Socialists 
now advocate. ; 

In due time we will show that Christ founded a co-ope;ra- 
tive institution, which he called his church. 

“My objection to your position relates more immediately to 
your criticism of the cl-urches of today,” said the Pastor. 

The early christians, we shall see aS we proceed, more 
nearly resemble the Socialists of today on economic ela Ma 
than our modern church people. 

The great effort today on the part of the opponents is to 
lead the Socialists off after something other than the Co- spittle 
tive Commonwealth, and thus prolong the struggle. 

_ If the Socialists aa be aad into warring factions the 
work would be hindered. 

Slo the early churches, with their doctrine of universal 
brotherhood, were divided into different. warring factions at 
last, by the wealthy class, who finally gained control, and thus, 
as we shall see, they lost their ideas of co-operation for a time. 

“Truth crushed to earth will rise again.” ee 

So, in the Socialist movement; these same great truths are 
coming back with redoubled force and this time to win. 

Among the greatest good the modern churches have done 
along ed¢onomic lines is to translate, publish and. circulate the 
Great Book, containing these teachings we are reviewing, night 
after night. 

The right to think and speak as you please on all subjects, 
subject only to the criticism of others, was advocated by 
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millions of christians, though it cost them their lives at the 
rack and the stake. 

Due credit must, also, be given to those who were not 
christians on that score as well. 
_. Then, as the light of Soc‘alism is turned on the situation, 
we will find out which are the true churches, and which are the 


false ones It is my belief that when the light of the Bible the 


ehurches profess to elieve in, is turned on them, all that natu- 
rally belonging on account of their class interest to the Social- 
ist movement, will come over. 

Those whose class interest carries them the other way 
and who, at the same time, know the ‘mfluence of the Bible 
among professed christians, will, in all probability, try to shiow 
that the Book is on the side of the oppressor. Some tried that 
during the days of chattel slavery, 'We have, in the library here, 
some. of the ablest books written on both sides of the slavery 


controversy and we find most of them written by professed. 


christians. This caused a split in. the churches, and the true 
followers of the master stood for the rights of the poor and op- 
pressed, as many of their fathers did in the past, and the same 
thing will, possibly, occur again. However, with some honor- 
able exceptions, this dissension in the churches was along the 
line of material {nterest. 

No! We are not opposed to the chieveiea: _we only ask that 
they take up the study of Socialism in the. light of the Bible 
they professed to follow, and having found the truth, advocate 
it, and vote for it. Some Socialists have opposed christianity as 
<uch, because the churshes have not fairly represented the eco- 
nomic teaching of the Bible. ie Be 

_ iLet the church stand on the side of this class struggle, that 
Jesus Christ would, stand on were he walking the earth today, 
taking the Bible 1o settle where it is likly he would stand, and 
the Socialists are willing to risk the results, The Bible is hard- 
er on the churches than the. Socialists are. 

We are not at all pessimistic, because the outlook for the 
establishment of Socialism ig too bright for that. The churches 
have, of course, favored education, such as it is, and the abil- 
ity to read and write opens the way for the Socialist propa- 
ganda, This is not saying that we will not have much of our 
present education to unlearn. 


Ud. 
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CHAPTER XVIL 
The Ancient Churches Co-Operative Institutions. 

It is significant that Christ, being poor himself, gathered 
around him a number of poor fishermen and others of the 
working class, and, out of them ,formed his church, the insti- 
tution that was to keep alive his teachings and spread it to the 
end of the earth. 

In the first centuries of the christian era only now and 
then a wealthy man could be found connected with the church, 

When Christ preached, it is said: 

“The common people heard him gladly.” Mark xii: 37. 

The evident reason was, because he was, himseif, one of 
them. 

j ‘Suppose, Pastor, we inguire what ind of 3 an institution the 
early church was, so far as it touches the economic questions 
the Socialists and capitalists are now struggling over. 

‘We Socialists think that co- -operative ownership and opera- 
tion of all industries should take the place of private owener- 
ship and operation. 

Now, the fact is, the church was organized on a co-operative 
basis, in which all shared alike. 

“And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart 
_ and of one soul, neither said any of them that ought of the 
' tnings which he possessed was his own, but they had all things 
in common.” Acts iv: 32. 

Here they ignore the so-called right of private ownership. 
But every church in the country now stands for private own- 
ership. Had not the deadly doctrine of private ownership of 
capital laid its hands upon the church it would be hand in 
hand with the Socialist in advocating the common ownership of 
the earth, and the tools of industry, which is but carrying into 
the state the same principles then practiced by the church, as 
near it could. 

. “They had all things in common.” 

That is, they had economic equality. 

“Neither was there any that lacked.” 

Or, in other words, there was no poverty, as there need 
not be where the peopie.co-operate in place of competing. This 
tells us how it was done: 

“For as Many as were possessors of lands, or houses, sold 
them and brought the price of the things that were sold and 
laid them down at the feet of the apostles, and distribution was 
made unto every man according as he had need.” Acts iv: 34, 35, 

“But this voluntary method is not the way you Socialists 
propose to get possession,”’ said the Pastor. 
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These church members were, at the time, subjects of the 
Roman government, where they did not even have a vote, and 
was, therefore, doing the best the circumstances would allow 
by voluntary co-operation. ‘We now have the vote and should . 
use *t. 

'" -The price of these possessions was not given to the apos- 
tles for their own use, as it is often to preachers now, thus plac- 
ing them in a class to themselves, so far as income is concrned 
as compared with the poor in the churches. But it went to sup- 
ply the needs of each one as their necessities demanded. 

One man, Joses, is mentioned by name, who sold a farm and 
gave the price to the common stock, while another man and 
his wife, by name Annanias and Saphira, we are told, were 
struck dead for lying about their possessions. This oguht, at 
least, to be a warning to those of us who believe in the Su- 
preme Being and the brotherhood of man, not to tamper with 
things intended to better the condition of humanity. This ac- 
count of the death of these two people places God, again, on the 
side of those who believed in co-operation and common own- 
ersh! p. See Acts v:1-11. 

It seems that the whole burden of distribution, as well as 
preaching, was, at first, laid on the apostles, but when com- 
plaints arose about some widows not getting fair treatment, 
the apostles called on the whole people to appoint seven agents, 
known for honesty and goodness, to take charge of the good; 
one of the prominent features of the coming Co-operative Com- 
rion wealth. The people must govern everything and settle 
their own disputes; appoint their own men to take charge of 
the co-operative stores of the nation, and distribute their goods, , 
Since the churches have ceased to be what they should be on 
the question of economics, these officers, known as deacons, in 
other parts of the scriptures, have become largely useless. See 
Acts, vi:1-6; 1 Timothy, iii:8-13, 
dinageqti a8 seems to me that the whole thing, you refer. to here, 
related to a condition of things that do not now exist,” said the 
Pastor. 

Why is not co- operation as much. necessary now as then? I 
am sure there is as many needy ones now as then and as much 
need of aclishing poverty. 

“That condition was not continued in the churches, be- 
cause it Was impossible for it to be otherwise than temporary, 
as they, would soon consume all they had and starvation would 
be the result,” said the Pastor, : 

~ You don’t suppose that the people quit work, do vou? 
That other churches outside of Jerusalem were all co-operative 
institutions is evident from the fact that, the same men or- 
ganized them in other parts of the country. And what is said 
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of one of them will throw some light on the subject. 

Paul, writing to one of the same kind of churches at 
‘Thessalonica, said, on this subject: 

“For even when we were with you this we commanded that 
if any would not work, neither should he eat.” 2 ‘Thess, ‘ji:10. 

In the ninth verse he had declared that while with them he 
labored with his own hands, that he might not be a burden. 
‘That Paul had reference to the common stock of the church, 
when he said: 

“Tf any man will not work, neither shall he eat,’ 

Is evident, for the very good reason that the church had 
no power to prevent those outside its membership from living 
“at the expense of others. 

These co-operative churches then; kept the institution 
going by each one contributing to its support by work, and Paul 
set us preachers an example by doing his part. 

Socialism, which advocates common ownership, is not op- 
‘posed to private ownership of wealth which is the product of 

labor. 

So, when the goods was distributed by the deacons or 
agents of these churches, to the people, who had done the‘r 
part of the work, they at once became their private property 

as will ‘be true under the Cooperative Commonwealth, which 

we propose, 
Slo it was the duty of gach member to work to keep up the 
“common stock that he might not be a burden to the rest. And 
if he would not. do that, he was not to be allowed to consume 
‘the product of other people’s labor, and so we say: 

“How long did this condition of things continue?” asked 
the Pastor, 

Were it: not that our. investigations are confined to the 
teacuings of the Bible on the economic questions of the day, 
“we might show from the church writers of the first three hun- 
dred years, known as the Ante-Nicene Fathers, that these co- 
-operative churches lasted for three centuries... 

“It seems to me you overlook the more important a rictual 
work of the church,” remarked the Pastor, 

No! I have come to the conclusion that we cannot be 
wrong in our relation to our fellowmen in this world, and at 
the same time, right in our relations to the next, the two are 
too closely connected to be separated, 

It is this curse of private ownership of the means of pro- 
duction and distribution that stand in the way of the progress 
of the church, and Socialism will enable her to return to her 


ancient moorings. 
: -'The fact that the churches did not maintain, successfully, a 
co- operative system, surrounded by private ownership of the 
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means of production and distribution, hampered by the govern- 
ments of the world, shows the truth of the Socialists’ conten- 
tion, that we must seize the powers of: government and estab- 
lish international Socialism to make ourselves sure. 

Socialism, as a principle, is not at war with the Bile and 
christianity, on the question: of economics, as we have shown, 
but in harmony. Las 

The churches, perdi Dae are out of harmony with the 
Bible, and Christ, himself, on this quertion. So long as the 
churches forsake the teaching of their book and founder far 
capitalism, they may expect the oppc tition of the Socialist. 
But, as we said, we do not oppose those who follow Christ. 

“But, I find in the literature circulated by your party, at- 
tacks on christianity, as such,” said the Pastor. 

As to whether Socialism, which is the common ownership 
and collective operation of the earth and its resources for the 
. benefit of the whole people, on a basis of the equal distribu- 
‘tion of the wealth produced among the workers; is the thing 
best for the people, does not depend on any mistake any indi- 
vidual or party may make, in their zeal to teach the people. 
‘Most persons condemn Socialism from 60Me preconceived pre- - 
‘judices, without ‘giving it a fair hearing. Especially is this 
true among professed christians when.they find Socialism as- 
sociated with those who oppose christianity, as such, On the 
other hand, some ‘Socialists oppose christianity because of the 
people who pretend to be christians, without giving its funda- 
mental principles a thorough study, 

In our opinion, both sides are at fault, in not eee to 
better understand the economics taught in the Bible and the 
Socialist philosophy, so as to find their relationship. 

‘Both christianity and Socialism must stand or fail on their 
own merits, regardless of the character or mistakes of the per- 
sons who profess to adhere to either. 

In spite of Christ’s teaching us to love our neighbor, and 
not resist evil with evil, to put up the sword as he that fights 
‘with it shall perish by it, yet some over-zealous, but mistaken 
advocate of christianity have used the sword to spread his doc- 
trine. See Matt. xxvi:52. tae 

“But what about this passage: . aban 
. “Think not that I'am come to send peace on earth: I came 
not to send peace, but ‘a sword. For I am come to set a man at 
variance against his father: and the daughter against her 
mother: and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 
And a man’s foes shall be they of his own houehold.’ Matt. 
x:34-35, 

Said the pastor: 

These words were spoken to those Christ was sending cut 
to teach this new revolutionary doctrine, And chas not the at- 
tempt to plead the cause of the masses, against those who are 
Tobbing them, always brought out the sword to put the aia 
“cate down? 

Is that not true today? 

Do not these revolutionary questions divide kin folks 
against each other now, as in the past? 


THE “BIBLE' AND SOCIALISM. 95 


This same thing cost Christ and his aspostles their lives. 

Standing firm for princ*ple, is what is meant by hating 
father, mother, wife and children, for Christ’s sake and ne 
kospel. 

Is it not. uncommon for families to become enemies over 
Socialism now, just as in the early days people did about Chris- 
tianity. 

In spreading his doctrine, Christ like the Socialists, taught 

his followers to let their foes do the resorting to the sword. 
‘ .The fact, then, that some have brought disgrace on the 
cause of Christianity by using the sword,: no more proves 
christianity not to be right than the indiscreet attack of some 
Socialist writers on christianity, prove the principles of So- 
‘eialism not to be right. We are ready to admit; that some 
Socialists have given no more study to the teachings of Christ 
and'the Bible, then some christians have: tothe principles of 
Socialism. ‘We often hear the Bible condemned because. it 
points out the punishment of bad people and in the next breath 
because they were not punished. 

That is true, although the Bible and the Socialists agree on 
ecnomics, 

SAL the twenty odd millions of church members: in this 
country will not become Socialists, nor will all the Socialists 
‘become christians. But a large majority of the church people 
belong’ to the proleteriatt class and must, even tualky, come 
‘to. us. 

I submit to you, Pastor, that the church will stand a far 
-better show to convert these people, she finds so hard: to reach 
now, by helping to down capitalism at the ballot box and set- 
ting up Socialism. 

“Don’t you think that the people are getting about mead 
‘they are worthy “of?” said’ the Pastor. 

' The wickedness of men, is no’reason nw hiy. any one Suowld 
rob them of their right to live on the earth, and have what 
‘they produce. ~ 

In teaching us to love our enemies, Christ gave pean as a 
reason: 

‘“Mor he maketh h’s sun to rise on’ thie: evil and on the 
‘good; and sendeth rain on the just and the unjust.”” Referring 
-to God. Matt. v:45 

“Do you profess to follow God, and then set up a diferent 
standard from him? That which is opposed to what Christ 
“taught is not christianity, and that which is opposed to the 
“Socialist patform is not Socialism, as we have shown. 

“So you think those of ‘us who:do not accept the So- 

"eialist idéas 4ré not christians,’ remarked the Pastor. 
Any organization claiming to be christian and yet, know- 
‘ingly, setting aside the economic teachings of the Old and 
New Testament, which lays at the foundation of the christian 
“religion, is nO more of a church’'than is an organization claim- 
ing to be Socialist and at the same setting aside the Lhiveshiaing 
of Soocialism, really a Socialist’ party. 

' Fo bea chr? ‘stian one must accept these foundation prin- 
ciple; Just as to be a Socialist one must accept the foundation 
principles of Socialism. And as the two are alike on econom- 
“fes fon ‘that point) to accept one js to accept the other. 

“But, I am told by some Socialists that no one can find 
out just ‘what the Bible does teach on this question, because 
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there is such a difference of opinion about it,” remarked the 
Pastor. 

_ Any one who can understand what Marx taught on the 
subject of economics, certainly ought to find no difficulty in 
understanding what Moses or Christ said on the same sub- 
ject. . 
“But, they say there are difference of opinion among 
Christians,” continued the Pastor. 

‘So, we must admit that differences arise among us So- 
cialists, but differences does not disprove either the truth of 
Sociailsm or christianity. - 

“Well,” said the Pastor, “I assure you that I had no idea 
that the Socialist philosophy and the Bible are so closely al- 
lied. But, then, truth will always claim relationship. wherever 
it is found. While in college I gave a few weeks to the study 
of ecnomics, I recollect, and accepted, with but little ques- 


tion, what I found in the text books of the time, because they — 


were placed there by those thought to be the highest author- 
ity on the subject. Indeed, I remember very little about what 
I did learn, and hardly recollect who wrote the ext books I 
used. I have since been so engrossed, during my miniettry, 
with other things pertaining to the Bible, that I have given its 
ecenomic teachings only a casual notice, now and then.” 

We are told, Pastor, to grow in the knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and he said that knowledge was to be 
found in the scriptures, which testifies of him. John v:39; 2 
Peter iii:18. 

This *s an injunction to those who are already christians, 
to go on learning. Only a few days ago most of the persons 
who are now Socialists knew nothing of it, and millions more 
are learning, both in and out of the church. ' 

And many preachers, like the rest, have yet to learn more 
about Christ and the Bible on these ecenomic questions. Of 
course| as we said, the various organization known as 
churches, have been the instruments through which the Bible 
has been preserved, whether they adhere to its economic teach- 
ings or not. nahn 

“When T took my theological course,” the Pastor con- 
tinued, “my attention was called mainly to what was deemed 
the spiritual side of the Bible teaching, and most everything 
was expla‘med in that light.’’ 

“There may be exceptions to this rule; but I think what 
is true in my case, is true in the majority of cases of those en- 


gaged in the ministry, and dike other men, they need their - 


attention called to these things.” ; 

“Indeed! If I understand you rightly, you think the Bible 
*n teaching these things, was laying a foundation for the 
future, and that the ecnomic conditions are now ripening to 
earry them out.” ‘ 

“But, I need not tell you about the training and life of the 
average minster, as you have been twenty-eight years in the 
ministry, and still retain your standing.” . 

“This, of course, ends our very interesting evening con- 
versations and, being convinced that Socialism ie but the 
carrying out of the economic teachings of the Bible, I shall en- 
deavor to study it and lay it before my people to the best of 
my ability.’ it ee 7% 

“So, Good Night!” 








